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shortstory formin Bengali literature. This study critically assesses Tagore’s contribution as a short story writer, S
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transcend conventional romanticism to explore complex human emotions, social hierarchies, gender roles, PRy .‘; A
and philosophical reflections on freedom and identity. Through a close reading of selected stories, this paper E:% X '%
highlights how Tagore blended realism with lyrical prose, effectively portraying the lives of both the marginalized e

and the elite. The assessment also investigates Tagore’s unique ability to humanize societal critique without

didacticism, positioning him as a pioneering force in the evolution of the Indian short story tradition.
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L. INTRODUCTION

Rabindranath Tagore was a famous poet, writer, artist, and
thinker from India. He was born on May 7, 1861, in
Kolkata, which was then called Calcutta. He belonged to a
rich and educated family that supported the arts and
learning. From a young age, Tagore showed great interest
in reading, writing, and nature. Tagore wrote many poems,
short stories, novels, songs, and plays. He mostly wrote in
Bengali, but he also translated some of his works into
English. His writings are full of love for nature, people,
freedom, and truth. He believed in peace, kindness, and the
importance of education. In 1913, Rabindranath Tagore
became the first Asian to win the Nobel Prize in Literature.
He received this award for his book of poems called
Gitanjali, which means “Song Offerings.” This made him
famous all around the world. Tagore also wrote songs that
are now national anthems. He wrote "Jana Gana Mana,"
which is the national anthem of India, and "Amar Shonar
Bangla," which is the national anthem of Bangladesh.
Besides writing, Tagore was also a teacher. He started a
school called Visva-Bharati University in Santiniketan,
where students could learn freely and connect with nature.
His goal was to mix the best of Indian and Western

education. Rabindranath Tagore was also a painter and
wrote more than 2,000 songs. His songs are called Rabindra
Sangeet and are still very popular today. He passed away on
August 7, 1941, but his work and ideas still live on. People
all over the world remember him as a great thinker, poet,
and a lover of peace and knowledge.

II. EDUCATION REFORMS AND
SANTINIKETAN

Rabindranath Tagore was a great poet, writer, and thinker
from India. He won the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913.
But besides being a famous poet, Tagore was also a great
educationist. He believed that education should be more
than just reading books and passing exams. He wanted
children to learn freely and happily. That is why he started
a special school called Santiniketan.

Tagore was unhappy with the British system of education in
India. He felt that it was too strict and focused only on
memorizing facts. It did not allow children to think for
themselves or to be creative. Tagore believed that real
education should help a child grow in every way mentally,
physically, emotionally, and spiritually. To make his dream
come true, Tagore founded a school in 1901 in a peaceful
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place in West Bengal. He named it Santiniketan, which
means “abode of peace.” It was a school in the lap of nature,
away from the noise and pressure of cities. Tagore believed
that children learn better in nature. So classes were often
held under the open sky, under trees, or in gardens. In
Santiniketan, there were no strict uniforms, punishments, or
fixed rules like in normal schools. Students were free to ask
questions, explore their interests, and learn through play,
music, art, and nature. The teachers were kind and treated
students like their own children. Tagore himself took part in
teaching and often wrote songs and stories for the students.

One of Tagore’s main ideas was that education should help
students connect with their culture and the world. He taught
Indian traditions, music, and literature, but also encouraged
learning about different cultures and countries. Students
from many parts of the world came to study at Santiniketan.
This made the school a place of international friendship and
understanding. Later, in 1921, Santiniketan became a
university called Visva-Bharati, which means “where the
world makes a home in a single nest.” It became a center for
learning, research, and art. Tagore believed that India must
learn from the world and also share its own knowledge with
others. At Visva-Bharati, many famous people like
Mahatma Gandhi, Albert Einstein, and Romain Rolland
visited and shared their thoughts. Tagore’s ideas on
education were far ahead of his time. He believed in
freedom, creativity, and joy in learning. He wanted students
to grow as good human beings and not just as bookworms.
His methods are still respected and followed by many
educators around the world. In conclusion, Rabindranath
Tagore’s Santiniketan was not just a school it was a vision
of what education should be. Even today, his thoughts on
education inspire teachers and students. He showed us that
true learning happens when the mind is free, the heart is
open, and the soul is in harmony with nature. Rabindranath
Tagore was a famous poet, writer, and thinker from India.
He was born in 1861 in Kolkata (then Calcutta). He was the
first Asian to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913 for
his book of poems, Gitanjali. But besides being a great poet,
Tagore was also a visionary in the field of education. He
believed that education should be joyful, creative, and
connected to life and nature. His ideas were very different
from the British system of education in India at that time.
To bring his ideas to life, Tagore started a school called
Santiniketan in 1901. Later, it became a university called
Visva-Bharati. Through this, he tried to create a new way of
learning that focused on freedom, creativity, and human
values. Tagore believed that education should not just be
about memorizing facts or passing exams. According to
him, the goal of education was to help children grow in
every way intellectually, emotionally, physically, morally,
and spiritually. He thought that learning should be joyful.
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Children should not be forced to sit in classrooms for hours
and learn from textbooks only. Instead, they should explore
the world around them, ask questions, and develop their
natural talents. He believed that every child is unique and
should be allowed to grow at their own pace. Tagore also
felt that education should be connected to nature. He said
that nature is the best teacher. When children learn in the
midst of nature, they feel free and happy. This helps them
learn better and also develop love and respect for the
environment. Another important idea of Tagore was that
education should help develop creativity. He believed that
music, art, dance, and literature were very important parts
of learning. These subjects help express feelings and
imagination. Tagore himself was a poet, painter, and
musician, and he included all these forms of art in his
school. In 1901, Tagore started a small school at
Santiniketan, a quiet village in West Bengal. The word
"Santiniketan" means "abode of peace." Tagore chose this
place because it was peaceful and close to nature far away
from the noise and stress of city life. The school began with
just a few students, but soon it grew. Classes were held
outdoors under trees, where students could breathe fresh air
and feel free. There were no strict uniforms, punishments,
or heavy textbooks. Instead, students were encouraged to
learn through stories, songs, activities, and observation.
Tagore believed that a good teacher is like a guide, not a
boss. Teachers in Santiniketan were kind and friendly. They
helped students learn with love and care. There was a close
relationship between students and teachers.

Santiniketan was different from other schools in many
ways: Learning in Nature, Classes were often held outdoors.
Students learned about the sky, trees, birds, rivers, and
seasons directly from nature.

No Pressure: There were no strict exams or punishments.
Learning was stress-free and fun.

Art and Culture: Music, painting, dance, and drama were
part of daily learning. Students took part in festivals and
cultural programs.

Freedom to Explore: Students could ask questions, try new
things, and follow their interests.

Human Values: The school taught kindness, peace, respect
for others, and love for all living beings.

World Culture: Although Tagore loved Indian traditions, he
also believed in learning from other cultures. He invited
teachers and students from different countries to
Santiniketan. This helped create a spirit of global friendship
and understanding.

In 1921, Tagore expanded Santiniketan and started Visva-
Bharati University. He wanted it to be a place where the
whole world could come together to share knowledge and
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culture. The name "Visva- Bharati" means "where the world
finds a home in a single nest."

Visva-Bharati was not like any other university. It was a
center for learning, art, music, science, and cultural
exchange. Scholars from India and abroad came to teach
and learn there. Tagore himself travelled to many countries
and invited thinkers, poets, and scientists to join the
university. Famous people like Mahatma Gandhi, Albert
Einstein, and Romain Rolland visited Visva- Bharati. The
university became a symbol of peace, knowledge, and
international unity. Rabindranath Tagore’s ideas on
education were far ahead of his time. He believed that
education should prepare children to become good human
beings. It should help them understand life, respect others,
and work for the betterment of society. Even today, many
schools and teachers follow Tagore’s ideas. His thoughts
are especially important now when children face stress,
competition, and pressure in studies. Tagore reminds us that
learning should be enjoyable, creative, and full of love.
Rabindranath Tagore was not just a poet or writer. He was
a builder of dreams. Through Santiniketan, he showed the
world how education can be beautiful, natural, and human.
He believed in the full development of the child—not just
the brain, but also the heart and soul. His vision of education
was based on freedom, creativity, nature, and harmony.
Santiniketan was a living example of his dreams. It taught
children to love learning, respect nature, and become good
citizens of the world. Even though many years have passed,
Tagore’s ideas are still fresh and meaningful. His life and
work continue to inspire teachers, students, and
educationists all over the world. In today’s fast-moving
world, we need his message more than ever—to bring
peace, joy, and creativity back into education. Rabindranath
Tagore was not only a great poet, writer, and philosopher,
but also a visionary in the field of education. He believed
that the aim of education is not just to pass exams or get
jobs, but to help a child grow in a free and natural
environment. He wanted students to love learning, enjoy
nature, and become good human beings. Because of this
belief, he made many changes in the way education was
given in his time. One of his biggest contributions to
education was the founding of Santiniketan, a school and
later a university, where his ideas of education came to life.
Tagore’s ideas about education were very different from the
British system of education in India during his time. The
British system focused mostly on rote learning, memorizing
facts, and preparing students for government jobs. Tagore
did not agree with this. He believed that education should
help students think creatively and understand the world
around them. Here are some key points of Tagore’s
education philosophy. Tagore believed that nature is the
best teacher. He felt that children learn better in a natural
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environment, not in closed classrooms. He encouraged
open-air classes under the trees, where students could feel
fresh and free. Tagore was against strict discipline and
punishment in schools. He thought that children should be
free to express themselves and learn at their own pace. He
wanted students to ask questions, think for themselves, and
develop their own interests. Tagore gave great importance
to art, music, dance, and literature. He believed that these
are not just hobbies, but important parts of education. They
help in the overall development of a child’s personality and
imagination. Tagore wanted education to make students
global citizens. He believed in unity among all humans,
beyond borders of country, religion, or language. He invited
teachers and students from all over the world to come and
study at Santiniketan. Tagore also supported practical
learning. He wanted students to do things with their hands,
like farming, gardening, crafts, or helping in the
community. He believed that this would make them self-
reliant and socially responsible. Santiniketan, meaning
“Abode of Peace,” was founded by Tagore’s father,
Maharshi Debendranath Tagore, in 1863 as a place for
prayer and meditation. Later, in 1901, Rabindranath Tagore
started a school there, which he called Brahmacharya
Ashram. This small school later grew into Visva-Bharati
University in 1921.Tagore used Santiniketan as a place to
try out his ideas of education. The school was set in a
peaceful rural area, away from the noise and pollution of
cities. There were no classrooms with walls. Instead,
students sat under trees and learned from nature. The
teachers were friendly and acted more like guides or friends,
not strict instructors. There were no exams or punishments.
Students were encouraged to write poetry, sing songs,
perform dramas, paint, and discuss different ideas freely.
Tagore personally took part in the school’s activities. He
wrote many plays and poems for students, and he even
taught some classes. Many of his most famous works were
written at Santiniketan. Tagore wanted Santiniketan to
become a center of global learning, where Indian and
foreign cultures could meet and learn from each other. That
is why he founded Visva-Bharati University in 1921. The
name "Visva-Bharati" means "where the world meets India.
Visva-Bharati attracted scholars and students from all over
the world. Famous people like Albert Einstein, Mahatma
Gandhi, and many international poets and thinkers visited
or supported the university. The university had departments
for different languages, arts, music, rural studies, science,
and philosophy. Tagore believed that education should be
useful for society. That is why he also started Sriniketan, a
center for rural development near Santiniketan. In
Sriniketan, villagers were taught modern farming,
handicrafts, health care, and how to improve their lives.
Students from Santiniketan also took part in these projects.
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Tagore’s ideas on education have had a long-lasting effect
in India and around the world. Many of his ideas, like
learning in natural surroundings, importance of arts, and
child-friendly teaching, are now widely accepted in modern
education systems. Today, schools that follow Tagore’s
philosophy try to create an atmosphere of joy and creativity.
They encourage children to think freely, respect nature, and
develop their talents. Rabindranath Tagore was a pioneer in
education. He saw the flaws in the system of his time and
tried to build a better way to learn. Through Santiniketan
and Visva-Bharati, he showed that education can be joyful,
meaningful, and helpful to society. Tagore’s model of
education aimed not just at building careers, but at building
character. He believed that education should touch the heart
and soul of a child. He said, “The highest education is that
which does not merely give us information but makes our
life in harmony with all existence.” Even today, more than
80 years after his death, his ideas are still fresh and relevant.
In a world that often focuses too much on competition and
exams, Tagore reminds us of the true purpose of education
to help children grow into wise, kind, and free-thinking
human beings.

I11. POLITICAL VIEWS AND THOUGHTS ON
NATIONALISM

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) was not only a great
poet, philosopher, and artist but also a deep thinker on
political and social issues. Although he is best known for
his literary works like Gitanjali, Tagore had strong and
unique views on politics and nationalism. He believed in the
dignity of all human beings and stood for peace, freedom,
and unity. In this essay, we will explore Tagore’s political
views and his complex relationship with nationalism,
especially in the context of British rule in India. Tagore
lived during the time when India was ruled by the British
Empire. Like many Indians, he was disturbed by British
colonialism, but his approach to opposing it was different
from many other leaders. While others believed in fighting
for political independence through mass movements,
Tagore focused on moral, spiritual, and intellectual
freedom. He criticized British rule because it humiliated
Indians and limited their growth as human beings. But he
also warned that blindly copying the West or reacting with
hatred and violence would not bring true freedom. Tagore
believed that India had a rich culture, history, and spiritual
tradition that should be celebrated and respected. He wanted
Indians to feel proud of their identity but not in a narrow or
aggressive way. According to him, Indian civilization had
always valued peace, tolerance, and unity in diversity.

He felt that true independence was not just about removing
the British but about renewing the Indian spirit. This meant
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education, self-respect, creativity, and mutual respect
among all communities Hindus, Muslims, Christians, and
others. Tagore’s view on nationalism was different from
many other leaders of his time. He believed that
nationalism, especially as it developed in Europe, could be
dangerous. He saw that nationalism in Europe had led to
wars, violence, and hatred between countries. He did not
want India to follow that same path.

In his book “Nationalism” (1917), Tagore explained that
when a nation puts its own interests above everything else
and forgets about humanity, it becomes a problem. He felt
that true patriotism should be about love for people, not
hatred for others. For example, he wrote, “I am not against
one nation in particular, but against the general idea of all
nations. A nation is an organization of politics and
commerce, for a mechanical purpose. This shows that
Tagore was not against the idea of loving your country, but
he was against turning that love into a machine that crushes
the soul and spirit of people. Although both Tagore and
Gandhi were great leaders and respected each other, they
had some differences in their political ideas:

On Nationalism: Gandhi believed in Indian nationalism as
a way to unite people and fight the British, but Tagore
feared that nationalism might divide people and lead to
violence. On Charkha and Khadi (Spinning wheel and
handwoven cloth): Gandhi promoted these as symbols of
self-reliance. Tagore supported self-reliance but didn’t
think everyone spinning thread would solve India’s
problems. He wanted more focus on education, creativity,
and modern science. On Non-Cooperation Movement:
Gandhi launched the non-cooperation movement in 1920,
asking Indians to boycott British institutions. Tagore didn’t
fully support it. He felt that rejecting schools and systems
would not help if there were no better alternatives. Still, they
remained friends and admired each other. Gandhi called
Tagore “Gurudev” (respected teacher), and Tagore called
Gandhi “Mahatma” (great soul). Tagore had a very broad
and deep idea of freedom. For him, freedom was not just
political; it was also freedom of the mind, spirit, and heart.
In his famous poem “Where the mind is without fear,” he
wrote: Where the mind is without fear and the head is held
high where knowledge is free into that heaven of freedom,
my Father, let my country awake. This shows that he wanted
Indians to be bold, educated, truthful, and free in thought.
For him, real freedom came when people could express
themselves, think creatively, and live with dignity. Tagore
believed that education was the key to India's progress. He
founded Visva-Bharati University in Santiniketan with the
idea of blending the best of Eastern and Western
knowledge. He wanted students to learn in a free
environment, close to nature, and be taught to respect all
cultures. He also spoke against the rigid caste system,
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untouchability, and other social problems. He believed that
India could never truly be free unless all its people were
treated equally and with respect. One of Tagore’s most
powerful ideas was internationalism. He believed that we
are all human beings first, and national identity should not
divide us. He travelled to many countries and shared ideas
of peace and unity. He said that humanity should be above
all religions, races, and borders. During World War I and
World War 11, he warned the world against rising hatred and
violence. He criticized Japan, Germany, and even the
Western powers for their blind pursuit of power. In 1915,
the British gave him the title “Knight” for his literary work.
But after the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre in 1919, where
British soldiers killed hundreds of innocent Indians, Tagore
gave back the title in protest. This was one of the strongest
acts of defiance by any Indian at the time. Tagore’s political
views continue to be important today. At a time when the
world is often divided by borders, race, and religion, his
message of unity, love, and human dignity is more relevant
than ever. He taught us that: Love for your country should
not mean hatred for others. Real patriotism means working
for the good of all people, not just for power. Education, art,
and culture are powerful tools for building a free and just
society. Freedom means more than political independence;
it means the growth of the human spirit. Rabindranath
Tagore was a rare thinker who combined love for his
country with love for all humanity. He warned against the
dangers of narrow nationalism and stood for a world based
on peace, respect, and cooperation. His political views were
not about taking sides, but about rising above sides and
seeing the deeper truth of human unity. Even today, his
thoughts inspire us to build a better, more compassionate
world. As we face new challenges in our time, remembering
Tagore’s wisdom can help us find a path forward rooted in
truth, beauty, and harmony. Global Legacy of Rabindranath
Tagore

Rabindranath Tagore was a great poet, writer, musician, and
thinker from India. He was born on May 7, 1861, in Kolkata
(then Calcutta), India, and died on August 7, 1941. He was
the first non- European to win the Nobel Prize in Literature
in 1913. Tagore's influence is not only strong in India but
also around the world. His works continue to inspire people
across different cultures and generations. This essay will
explain the global legacy of Rabindranath Tagore in simple
words. Tagore became famous worldwide when he won the
Nobel Prize for Literature for his book of poems, "Gitanjali"
(meaning Song Offerings). The book was first written in
Bengali, and then Tagore translated it into English. His
deep, spiritual poems touched the hearts of many people.
After the Nobel Prize, people from many countries wanted
to read his works. He became a global figure and a voice
from the East. Tagore travelled to many countries including
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England, the United States, Japan, China, Argentina,
Germany, and Iran. In his travels, he gave speeches, met
famous thinkers, and talked about peace, unity, and
humanity. He believed in learning from all cultures. He
wanted East and West to understand and respect each other.
In this way, he became a bridge between cultures. Tagore
believed that education should be natural, joyful, and
creative. In 1921, he started a school and university called
Visva-Bharati in Santiniketan, India. The name means
“World University.” Here, students from around the world
could study together. He wanted to break the walls between
cultures. This university is still active today and brings
together students from many countries. Tagore's ideas on
global education are still relevant today. Today Tagore had
strong connections with many Asian countries. He believed
that Asia should not just copy the West but find its own path
through culture, tradition, and unity.

In China, Tagore was respected as a poet and philosopher.
He visited China in 1924 and gave many speeches. He met
Chinese poets and thinkers and encouraged cultural
exchange.

In Japan, he was admired for his thoughts on art and
spirituality. He visited Japan several times and made lasting
friendships. In Southeast Asia, his ideas inspired many
freedom fighters and artists. His belief in peace, freedom,
and dignity touched many people. Even though he came
from the East, Tagore was well respected in the West.

In England, famous writers like W.B. Yeats praised his
poetry. Yeats wrote the introduction to the English version
of Gitanjali. In the United States, he was invited to speak at
universities and cultural events. Many people came to hear
his thoughts on God, life, and harmony. In Germany and
other parts of Europe, his spiritual ideas were welcomed
during a time of war and conflict. His message of peace
gave people hope. Tagore influenced many Western
thinkers and artists. He showed that Indian philosophy and
literature were deep and meaningful. He opened a door for
other Indian writers to be accepted in the world of global
literature. Tagore was a freedom lover but not a political
activist like Mahatma Gandhi. Still, he supported the Indian
independence movement in his own way. He gave up his
British knighthood in 1919 after the Jallianwala Bagh
massacre, where British soldiers killed hundreds of
innocent Indians. Tagore always spoke against violence,
narrow nationalism, and hatred. He believed in a world
where people from different countries could live peacefully.
His idea of "universal humanism" is still important in
today’s world, where people often fight over religion, race,
and borders. Tagore was also a great composer. He created
over 2000 songs known as Rabindra Sangeet. His songs are
loved not just in Bengal but across India and other parts of

IJELS-2025, 10(3), (ISSN: 2456-7620) (Int. J of Eng. Lit. and Soc. Sci.)

https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijels.103.76

520


https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijels.103.76

Chouhan and Thakur

the world. Two of his songs became national anthems:
"Jana Gana Mana" — India’s national anthem.
"Amar Shonar Bangla" — Bangladesh’s national anthem.

He is the only person in the world whose songs are the
national anthems of two countries. This shows how deeply
his music and words are loved by millions. Tagore spoke
about many modern issues long before they became
common ideas. He talked about: Global peace Unity in
diversity

Nature and environment Equality for women Freedom of
thought. These ideas are still discussed around the world
today. His writings are taught in schools and universities
across the globe. Scholars study his ideas in literature,
education, politics, and philosophy. Even today, Tagore’s
message is very important. In a time when there is war, hate,
and misunderstanding, his words remind us to: Love one
another Respect different cultures, Live in peace with nature
and each other People celebrate his birth anniversary every
year in India, Bangladesh, and many other countries. His
poems are translated into many languages, and his music is
performed in concerts across the world. Rabindranath
Tagore was more than just a poet. He was a global thinker,
a messenger of peace, and a friend of humanity. His legacy
continues to live in his writings, his music, and the values
he stood for. From Asia to the West, Tagore touched hearts
and minds. He taught us that even though we are different,
we are all connected. Rabindranath Tagore, one of India’s
greatest poets and thinkers, was not just a literary genius,
but also a deep political thinker. While he is famous for
writing Jana Gana Mana, India’s national anthem, he had
very unique and sometimes controversial ideas about
politics and nationalism. He believed in freedom and
justice, but he was also deeply critical of narrow nationalism
and aggressive patriotism. Let’s explore his political
thoughts and views on nationalism in a simple and clear
way. Before understanding his political ideas, it’s important
to know a little about who Tagore was. Born in 1861 in
Calcutta (now Kolkata), Tagore was a poet, writer,
philosopher, educationist, and social reformer. He won the
Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913 for his book of poems
Gitanjali. Tagore lived during the time when India was
under British rule, and like many others, he was deeply
affected by the condition of the country. Tagore strongly
believed in freedom not just political freedom from British
rule, but also freedom of the mind and spirit. He said that
true freedom is when people can think freely, express
themselves without fear, and live with dignity. According
to him, freedom was not only about getting rid of foreign
rule, but also about building a better and more humane
society. In his famous poem “Where the mind is without
fear”, he prayed for a country where knowledge is free, and
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people do not lose their way in “narrow domestic walls.”
This shows how deeply he believed in a broad, inclusive
vision of freedom. Tagore supported the Indian freedom
movement but had a very different idea about nationalism
than many of his contemporaries. While people like Bal
Gangadhar Tilak and even Mahatma Gandhi used strong
patriotic feelings to unite the people, Tagore warned against
becoming too aggressive or blindly following a nation. For
him, nationalism should not mean hating other nations or
feeling superior. He believed that every country has
something to offer, and people must learn to respect
humanity first, rather than just their own country. In his
view, aggressive nationalism could become dangerous and
lead to violence and hatred. Tagore had traveled to many
countries including Britain, the United States, China, and
Japan. He had observed how nationalism in the West,
especially in Europe, had turned into a force that led to wars
and destruction. He criticized the way European countries
treated their colonies and used nationalism as an excuse to
dominate others.

In his book Nationalism (1917), based on lectures he gave
in Japan and the U.S., he said that nationalism in the West
was a political and economic force that made people selfish
and violent. He wrote that such nationalism puts the
interests of the nation above moral values. This kind of
thinking, he said, is dangerous for the world. The Swadeshi
Movement started in 1905 after the British government
decided to divide Bengal. Many Indians boycotted British
goods and encouraged using Indian-made products. Tagore
at first supported this movement because it was a protest
against injustice. But later, he became critical when he saw
that the movement was becoming violent and narrow-
minded. He believed that simply boycotting foreign goods
would not help India progress. Instead, he wanted Indians
to become self-reliant by improving their skills and
education. He also believed that violence should never be a
part of any freedom struggle. Tagore and Gandhi had great
respect for each other, but they didn’t always agree. For
example, when Gandhi started the non-cooperation
movement, Tagore was worried that it might lead to hatred
and a loss of reason. He felt that cooperation between
Indians and British people could still be useful in some
areas, like education. Another big difference came during
the debate on “Charkha” (spinning wheel). Gandhi wanted
people to spin their own cloth (khadi) to become self-reliant.
Tagore supported the idea of self-reliance but did not agree
that spinning alone would solve India’s problems. He
believed in scientific and industrial education to bring true
progress. Still, both Gandhi and Tagore admired each other
and learned from each other’s views. More than being just
an Indian, Tagore saw himself as a “citizen of the world.”
He believed that all human beings are connected and should
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work together for peace and progress. He was very inspired
by the Upanishads, which say that the whole world is one
family (Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam). He did not believe in
borders that divide people. For him, love for one’s country
should not mean hatred toward others. This is why he
always supported the idea of international cooperation and
world peace. Tagore felt that the British education system
in India was making students like machines. It did not
encourage creativity or original thinking. That’s why he
started his own school at Santiniketan in 1901. Later, it
became Visva-Bharati University. The name ‘“Visva-
Bharati” itself means the meeting of India with the world.
He wanted it to be a place where people from different
countries could come together and learn from each other.
For him, education was the most powerful way to change
society. He said that through true education, people would
learn to live with peace, respect, and understanding. Tagore
always believed in peace. He was strongly against any form
of violence—even when it was used for a good cause like
freedom. He felt that violence would only lead to more
hatred and division. During the 1920s and 30s, when some
Indian freedom fighters took to revolutionary methods and
bomb-making, Tagore felt very disturbed. He believed that
India’s soul was based on peace, compassion, and wisdom.
He warned that using bombs and bullets would harm India’s
future. One of the most powerful political acts of Tagore
was his protest after the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in 1919.
British soldiers had killed hundreds of unarmed Indian men,
women, and children who had gathered peacefully in
Amritsar. Tagore was so shocked and angry that he returned
the knighthood he had received from the British in 1915. In
his letter to the British government, he wrote that “the time
has come when badges of honor make us feel ashamed.”
This act became a symbol of protest and courage. Tagore’s
views on nationalism may not have been popular with
everyone at the time, but they remain very relevant today.
He showed that love for your country should be balanced
with love for humanity. He warned that blind nationalism
could turn into a dangerous force. His ideas encourage us to
think deeply, ask questions, and not just follow the crowd.
Even today, when many countries are facing issues of
nationalism, racism, and war, Tagore’s message of peace
and universal brotherhood gives us hope. Rabindranath
Tagore was not just a poet or writer—he was a thinker with
a bold and visionary mind. While many leaders of his time
were fighting for India’s independence with slogans and
protests, Tagore was thinking deeply about what kind of
country India should become. He wanted an India that was
free not only from British rule but also from hatred, poverty,
ignorance, and narrow-mindedness. He wanted an India
where people respected each other, celebrated diversity, and
connected with the world. In today’s world, where divisions
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based on religion, race, and nationality are increasing,
Tagore’s message reminds us to rise above narrow identities
and become better human beings. His life and work teach
us that true patriotism is not about shouting slogans or
hating others, but about building a just, kind, and educated
society.

Iv. CRITICAL ASSESSMENT OF SHORT
STORY

In the small village of Ulapur, nestled amidst the vast
swathes of green fields and swaying bamboo groves, the
British government had recently set up a new post office.
The postmaster appointed to this humble station was a
young man from Calcutta. Scholarly and refined, he found
himself terribly misplaced in the simplicity and silence of
rural life. Ulapur had no company to offer the young man.
The indigo plantation nearby, managed by Englishmen,
remained distant, both socially and geographically. The
villagers, mostly illiterate peasants, could not relate to him.
Thus, the postmaster took solace in his books, his writing,
and long, reflective walks under the stars. Among the few
people he saw regularly was Ratan, a young orphan girl of
perhaps twelve, who had attached herself to the postmaster
like a shadow. She helped with little chores—fetching
water, cooking, and occasionally fanning him while he
rested. In return, the postmaster gave her company, and
sometimes, even lessons in reading and writing. For the
lonely Ratan, this attention meant the world. As the days
passed, a quiet bond formed between the two. The
postmaster would often share stories of his family in
Calcutta his mother, his little sister, and the crowded lanes
of their neighborhood. Ratan would listen with rapt
attention, her eyes wide with wonder and perhaps a longing
she could not quite name. “Do you think they’d like me?”
she once asked shyly. The postmaster smiled. “Why
wouldn’t they? You’re smart and kind.” But the silence of
the village grew heavier on the postmaster’s shoulders. The
ceaseless hum of crickets, the slow flow of the river, and the
sameness of each day began to eat away at him. His health
suffered. He wrote a letter of resignation and began to long
for the noise and familiarity of Calcutta. When the news of
his departure reached Ratan, she was stunned. “You’re
leaving?” she whispered. “Yes,” he said, gently, not
meeting her eyes. She looked away, blinking rapidly. After
a pause, she asked, “Will you take me with you?” The
postmaster was taken aback. “Ratan, that’s not possible.”
“Why not?” Her voice cracked with desperation. “I can
cook, clean—TI’ll help your family. Please, Dada...” He
placed a hand on her head. “You’re a good girl, Ratan. But
I can’t promise you anything. My family may not accept this
arrangement.” The next few days passed in a blur. Ratan
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stopped coming to the post office. She hid away, nursing the
pain of rejection and betrayal. When the new postmaster
arrived, the old one left quietly, without a farewell. As the
boat carried him down the river toward Calcutta, he looked
back once. The bamboo groves swayed gently in the wind.
For a moment, he felt a pang—a sharp tug at his heart.
“Should I have taken her?”” he wondered. But reason quickly
returned. “Life in Calcutta is no place for a village girl. It’s
better this way.” Meanwhile, Ratan waited. Days turned to
weeks, and every evening she would run to the post office,
hoping for a letter. Perhaps he had written, or maybe he
would return. But no letter came. The new postmaster had
no news of the old one. Ratan slowly realized the truth: he
was not coming back. And yet, every evening, she still
waited long after hope had faded, long after her heart had
hardened against the world again. Themes and
Interpretation: Tagore’s “The Postmaster” is a poignant
portrayal of human loneliness and emotional abandonment.
The postmaster represents the rational, urban man, capable
of forming emotional connections yet unwilling to bear the
weight of responsibility those connections demand. Ratan
embodies innocence and unconditional love. Her heartbreak
speaks to a universal truth: the poor and powerless often pay
the emotional price for the choices of the privileged. In just
a few pages, Tagore masterfully captures a fleeting
relationship and its deep, lasting scars. The understated
narrative, typical of Tagore’s style, leaves a powerful
emotional impact highlighting the simplicity and cruelty
that often coexist in human affairs. Gitanjali by
Rabindranath Tagore is a collection of devotional poems,
originally written in Bengali and later translated into
English by Tagore himself. The English version, which won
the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1913, contains 103 poems
(selected from various sources, not only from the original
Bengali Gitanjali). These poems express Tagore’s deep
spiritual devotion, his relationship with God, and his
thoughts on life, nature, death, and human purpose.
Gitanjali a Simplified Summary and Interpretation: The
Spirit of Gitanjali, Gitanjali means "Song Offerings". These
poems are offerings to God expressions of Tagore's soul,
filled with love, surrender, and longing for the Divine. The
poet speaks not as a scholar or priest, but as a humble man
who seeks truth, beauty, and connection with something
greater than himself. God as the Beloved, Tagore often
speaks to God as if speaking to a lover, friend, or even a
child. This makes his poems feel emotional and personal.
He doesn’t see God as a distant ruler but someone very close
living in nature, in people, and in everyday work. "Thou art
the sky and thou art the nest as well." You are everything
the vast sky and the small home I live in. Life is a Journey
to the Divine, In Gitanjali, life is like a river flowing
towards the ocean, which is God. The poet knows he will
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die one day, but he’s not afraid. He believes his soul will
meet God, and that gives him peace. "The day will end with
the sunset, and I will go to you with empty hands." I came
into the world with nothing and will return to you the same
way. Simplicity is Divine, Tagore believes God lives not in
temples or rituals but in the simple lives of ordinary people
farmers, workers, and mothers. God is found in honest
work, kind hearts, and quiet moments. "Leave this chanting
and singing and telling of beads! Whom dost thou worship
in this lonely ark corner of a temple with doors all shut?"
Don’t look for God only in rituals; God is working
alongside people in the fields’ Love and Devotion over
Knowledge, Though Tagore was highly educated, he
believed love is greater than intellectual knowledge. True
wisdom is loving God and seeing God in others.
"Deliverance is not for me in renunciation. I feel the
embrace of freedom in a thousand bonds of delight. “I don’t
need to escape the world to find God. I find God in my joys
and duties. A Walkthrough of Selected Poems, Here’s a
breakdown of important poems in Gitanjali, rewritten in
simple language and ideas. Poem 1: My Songs Are My
Offerings Tagore says he offers all his songs and poems to
God. His heart sings not to please people, but to connect
with the Divine. Every word is like a flower laid at God’s
feet. Poem 11: God is in the Poor God is not only in the
temple. He is with the poor, the tired, and the hungry. If you
want to serve God, serve these people. God works hard all
day so if you want to meet Him, work too. Poem 35: Serve
the World to Serve God Tagore says: Don’t waste time
praying alone. God is in the world in people. If you want to
reach God, help others, care for the suffering, and be kind.
That is true worship. Poem 50: I am a Guest in This World
the poet feels like a traveler in this world. Everything is
temporary. Beauty fades, people die. But God is eternal. So
the poet wants to love what is eternal the soul, the truth, the
Divine. Poem 63: Let Me Not Forget Tagore prays: Let me
not forget that every day is a gift. Let me live with
thankfulness. Even when I suffer, I know it is part of life.
Pain, joy, death everything is part of God’s plan. Poem 70:
Your Mercy is My Hope the poet admits he is weak and
often makes mistakes. But he trusts that God is kind and
forgiving. He doesn’t rely on his own power, but on God's
grace. Poem 95: I Came with Empty Hands Tagore writes
that he came into the world with nothing and when he dies,
he will leave everything behind. The only thing he truly
owns is love and he wants to give that love to God. Poem
100: The End is Joyful Even death is not sad in Tagore’s
poems. He sees it as going back home. It is the end of one
journey and the beginning of another, a return to the divine
source. Understanding the Spiritual Message of Gitanjali
Unity with God, Tagore wants to become one with God. But
this does not mean leaving the world. It means living fully,
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with love, truth, and beauty and seeing God in everything.
Death is Not the End, Gitanjali speaks of death not with
fear, but with calm and joy. Tagore believes the soul moves
on to God. This faith makes him peaceful. Music and Poetry
as Prayer, Tagore believes poetry, music, and art are also
prayers. They come from the soul and rise up to the divine.
His words are not just poems they are offerings. Language
and Style Simple and Clear: Though the themes are deep,
Tagore uses simple language. He wants everyone to
understand rich or poor, educated or not. Nature as Symbol:
Flowers, rivers, stars, the sky these are all used to talk about
God and the soul. No Fear, Only Love: Gitanjali is full of
love and longing, not fear. Tagore is not afraid of God, he
wants to be close to Him. Why Gitanjali Still Matters It
teaches us to find peace in a noisy world. It reminds us that
God is in people, not only in temples. It helps us understand
life, death, and purpose in a loving way. It encourages us to
be grateful, kind, and true to ourselves. Gitanjali is not just
a book of poems, it is a spiritual journey. Through simple
words and deep emotions, Tagore invites us to listen to our
souls, to see beauty in daily life, and to feel the presence of
the divine in everything around us. Even more than 100
years later, these poems touch the heart. They remind us that
we are all connected to each other, to nature, and to God.
Rabindranath Tagore was one of India’s greatest writers. He
was not only a poet but also a novelist, playwright, and short
story writer. His short stories are known for their deep
human emotions, rich cultural background, and simple but
powerful language. He was the first Asian to win the Nobel
Prize in literature in 1913, mainly for his poetry, but his
short stories are just as important and valuable. Tagore’s
short stories explore human relationships, social problems,
and the inner world of people, especially those who are
often ignored in society like women, the poor, and children.
Tagore’s short stories often focus on human emotions and
social issues. Many of them are about the problems people
face in everyday life. He wrote about love, sorrow, poverty,
injustice, and identity. He also dealt with larger themes like
freedom, tradition, and modernity. What makes his stories
special is that they are very emotional and real. The
characters feel alive, and their struggles touch the reader’s
heart. One of his major themes is the role of women in
society. At a time when Indian women were expected to
stay at home and had little freedom, Tagore created strong
female characters who thought for themselves and
questioned traditional rules.

One of the reasons Tagore’s short stories are loved by many
is because of his simple language and natural storytelling.
He used Bengali, his mother tongue, in a very poetic and
beautiful way, and when translated into English, the stories
still carry that beauty. His style is not complicated or
difficult to understand. He didn’t use heavy words or long

Critical Assessment of Rabindranath Tagore as a Short Story Writer

descriptions unnecessarily. Instead, he focused on the
feelings and thoughts of his characters, making readers feel
emotionally connected. Tagore was also a realist. He
showed life as it really was. His characters are not heroes or
gods but ordinary people a servant, a poor widow, a young
child, a village girl. This simplicity and realism are what
make his stories so powerful and timeless. Let’s look at
some of his well-known stories to understand his art better.
This is one of Tagore’s most famous stories. It is about a
friendship between a little Bengali girl named mini and a
path and fruit seller from Kabul, called the kabuliwala. The
story shows the deep bond between them, even though they
are from different cultures and generations. The kabuliwala
sees his own daughter in mini. Their relationship is innocent
and heartwarming. But when he is sent to jail for several
years, everything changes. When he returns, mini is grown
up and doesn’t remember him. The story ends on a sad note
but also teaches us about love, memory, and change.
Through this story, Tagore shows that human relationships
can go beyond culture and language. It also touches on the
pain of separation and the innocence of childhood. This
story is about a young man who works as a postmaster in a
village. He is lonely and becomes close to a little orphan girl
named Ratan, who helps him with his chores. But when he
decides to return to the city, he leaves Ratan behind. The
story shows the emotional gap between the educated urban
man and the poor village girl. Ratan’s heartbreak is
described in a very touching way. Tagore does not offer a
happy ending, but he makes us feel for the characters
deeply. Here, he criticizes the lack of responsibility people
sometimes show in relationships, and how the poor and
weak suffer silently. This story is darker and more tragic. It
shows how injustice affects women in traditional Indian
society. Two brothers live in a village with their wives. One
day, after a quarrel, one wife dies. To protect his brother,
one of them falsely accuses his own wife. The woman is
innocent but still accepts the punishment without protest.
The story ends with her being sentenced to death. This
powerful tale shows how patriarchy and blind traditions can
lead to cruelty, especially towards women. Tagore uses this
story to question the moral values of society and how truth
and justice are often ignored for selfish reasons. “Subha" is
the story of a girl who cannot speak. Her parents think she
is a burden and arrange her marriage without telling the
groom about her disability. When the truth is revealed, her
husband sends her back. This story beautifully captures the
silent suffering of disabled people, especially women, in
society. Subha’s quiet sadness and the way people treat her
show Tagore’s deep understanding of human emotions. He
tells us that every person has feelings, even if they cannot
express them. The story also shows how people often fail to
understand the real needs of others. Many of Tagore’s
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stories show his feminist views. He gave his female
characters strong voices and complex emotions. At a time
when women were not given equal rights, Tagore imagined
a world where they could think freely and live with dignity.
His humanism is also clear in his stories. He cared deeply
for the poor, the helpless, and those who were left out of
society. He believed that every human being, no matter how
poor or small, had value and feelings. His stories ask readers
to look at others with compassion and understanding.

V. CONCLUSION

Rabindranath Tagore stands as a towering figure in the
realm of short story writing, not only in Bengali literature
but in the global literary landscape. His mastery over the
genre is marked by a deep understanding of human
psychology, dynamics, and philosophical
undercurrents. Tagore’s short stories reflect his acute
sensitivity to the changing socio-cultural fabric of colonial
India, particularly the tensions between tradition and
modernity, individual freedom and social expectations.
Tagore’s contribution lies in his ability to elevate the short
story from mere anecdotal narration to a nuanced, artistic
expression. Stories like Kabuliwala, The Postmaster, and

social

The Homecoming are lauded for their emotional depth,
character complexity, and subtle critique of societal norms.
His characters, often ordinary men and women, are drawn
with empathy and realism, yet they transcend their
immediate contexts to explore universal themes of love,
loss, alienation, and moral dilemmas. A notable strength of
Tagore’s storytelling is his lyrical prose, which blends
simplicity with poetic elegance. He employs rich
symbolism and gentle irony, allowing readers to interpret
multiple layers of meaning. However, some critics argue
that his moral vision and idealism sometimes overshadow
narrative tension, leading to didactic undertones. Despite
this, his stories remain powerful due to their emotional
authenticity and philosophical resonance. Tagore was also
instrumental in shaping the modern Indian short story,
introducing psychological realism and breaking away from
rigid narrative conventions. His work paved the way for
future generations of Indian writers in regional and national
literatures. In conclusion, Rabindranath Tagore’s legacy as
a short story writer is both foundational and enduring. His
stories continue to inspire for their artistic finesse,
humanism, and timeless relevance. Through his short
fiction, Tagore not only chronicled the soul of a nation in
flux but also touched the core of universal human
experience.
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