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Abstract— Ecology and environment by Haugen are used as analogies in creating the metaphor of
ecology. Languages that exist in the world have various forms that lead to the emergence of interactions
between languages. And the use of the ecological metaphor that appears from the study of eco-
linguistics is to explain the relation between these languages. This study aims to reveal and describe the
types of ecological metaphors in the novel Partikelby Dewi Lestari. The data source in this research is
the novel Partikel by Dewi Lestari. The research procedure used to analyze the aspect of the metaphor
uses a qualitative descriptive method. The data analysis technique used is the flow analysis model.
Based on the results of data analysis on the novel Partikel by Dewi Lestari, four types of ecological
metaphors were found, namely 1) anthropomorphic metaphors; 2) animal metaphors; 3) abstraction

metaphor; and 4) metaphorical synaesthesia.
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I.  INTRODUCTION

Along with the increasing number of people on earth, the
needs of life will also increase. This is one of the causes
of the environment being sacrificed in order to meet the
needs of life. Such as mining to produce oil, coal, dia-
monds, and gold which causes forests to be destroyed due
to excavations.Forest burning to clear land for oil palm
plantations which causes flooding. And the disposal of
factory waste into the river which causes environmental
pollution.

Exploitation on a large scale that is carried out without
thinking about the long-term impact will be harmful to the
environment. The damaged natural environment can af-
fect living things. This is due to the imbalance of the eco-
system, so that living things cannot meet the needs of life
which results in disturbances in preserving offspring.
Therefore, it is important that there is awareness from the
community to protect the environment.

Ecological balance can be seen from the quality of the
environment, normal functioning and all components in-
volved in the response to action. The quality of the envi-
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ronment can be seen from the actions and reactions car-
ried out by each part. The components that make up an
ecosystem not only exist, but must have a function. When
a part exists and functions by itself, it creates an ecologi-
cal balance. Make sure each part is not lost Its function is
the ability to bring balance.

As part of nature, it is our obligation to keep the balance
of nature for the survival of all creatures. Based on Law
no. 32 of 2009, environmental protection and manage-
ment is a systematic and integrated effort to preserve en-
vironmental functions. Caring for the environment can
start from something simple, such as using water wisely,
disposing of garbage in the provided place, reducing the
use of plastic, and using electricity wisely.

According to William Chang in (Susilo., 2010) the conti-
nuity of the interwoven relation between humans and na-
ture is in line with the background of the historical for-
mation of human and natural relations followed by all
forms of life patterns. The natural environment related to
human life is a form of ecology. Humans in setting up
relation during society need a tool to communicate, the
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tool is called language.

According to Haugen, the relation between language and
the environment can be studied using eco-linguistic stud-
ies. Eco-linguistics according to Mbete(Kurniasari, 2019)
not only examines the relation between language and the
environment, but also humans with language and the re-
ciprocal relation between humans and the natural envi-
ronment.Then, by Haugen the relation of language and
environment is used as an analogy in creating an ecologi-
cal metaphor. The existence of various forms of language
in the world causes the emergence of interactions between
languages. Therefore, the use of ecological metaphors is
to explain these relations.

Haugen tries to explain the form of metaphor that exists
in society, both language in the natural, social, and cultur-
al environment. Metaphors are closely related to the role
of the structure of human speech, including as a tool for
channelling emotions, expressing oneself, as a source of
polysemy and synonyms, and conveying
motivation.(Ullman, 2007)divides metaphors into four
types, namely 1) anthropomorphic metaphors; 2) animal
metaphors; 3) abstraction metaphor; and 4) metaphorical
synaesthesia.

The relation between language and the environment is a
complex matter, so it becomes the focus of interesting
research. As done by (Steffensen, 2014)trying to do a
search on the emergence and development of ecological
linguistics or what is called eco-linguistics. After that
compare ecology with the form-based traditions of 20th
century linguistics.

Language as a communication tool is always used by hu-
mans to interact. Then, language is expressed in the form
of a novel as a form of communication by the author.
Novel is a communication tool used by the author to the
reader. (Nurgiyantoro, 2010)argues that the novel is a
work of fiction that presents a world of imaginative and
ideal life. Novels can be a medium for standing for views,
ideas, and the world of images that have the potential to
express and describe the environment. As a world of im-
ages, novels have interpreted phenomena that occur in
society related to environmental issues.

One of them is the work of Dewi Lestari, namely the nov-
el Partikel. The novel is a work of science fiction. The
selection of the novel Partikelby Dewi Lestari as research
material because the story discusses a lot about nature, the
environment, and life around us, and there are many mor-
al messages that are extremely useful for readers.

Il. RESEARCH METHOD
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This research uses a qualitative descriptive method with
content analysis techniques, namely an approach that fo-
cuses on the study of content analysis in a literary work.
The literary work in question is the novel Partikel by
Dewi Lestari. The focus of this research is the type of
ecological metaphor in the novel Partikel. The data col-
lection technique used is a content analysis technique of
literary works in the form of novels. This data collection
was carried out through three stages as revealed by
(Cresswell, 2014)which consisted of: (1) reading the data
source; (2) data retrieval by placing a marker on the text;
and (3) recording of relevant texts. Data analysis was car-
ried out interactively based on the concept of (Huberman,
1994)namely a flow analysis model consisting of: 1) data
collection, 2) reduction, 3) data presentation, and 4) data
verification.

I1l.  RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In this section, the results of the research on the novel
Partikel by Dewi Lestari related to the types of ecological
metaphors will be presented which include: (1) anthro-
pomorphic metaphors referring to inanimate objects com-
pared to the transfer of human body, senses, or feelings;
(2) animal metaphors use animals, animal body parts, or
something related to animals to describe an image of
something else; (3) abstraction metaphor is the expression
of concrete things to be abstract; and (4) this synaesthesia
metaphor is a type of metaphor that is based on the trans-
fer of the senses (Ullman, 2007). In the following, a dis-
cussion about the types of ecological metaphors in the
novel Partikel by Dewi Lestari will be presented.

Anthropomorphic Metaphor

1) Fred Dunston, my friend from Wildlife Conser-
vation Society, convinced me many times that
Madididwarfed the collection of flora and fauna
of Manu National Park, the prima donna of the
Amazon, to become like the Bogor Safari Park
(Lestari, 2021: 5).

In the quote above, which includes anthropomorphic met-
aphors, Madidi dwarfs the collection of flora and fau-
na.Mengkerdilkan(dwarfing) comes from the word kerdil
(dwarfism) is a short stature caused by a genetic or medi-
cal condition that affects a person's bone growth. From
the excerpt, there is a transfer from human disease to an
act that Madidi can change flora and fauna into small
ones. The excerpt implies that Madidi has a rich collec-
tion of flora and fauna species, so that what is in it looks
small and cramped.
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2)  2) In the hull of tropical forests, it is common for
humans to shrink into fleas who get lost in the
contortions of sheep’s fur(Lestari, 2021).

In the excerpt above, the anthropomorphic metaphor is
the hull of a tropical forest. The stomach is an organ
found in the upper left part of the abdomen that functions
as a digestive organ. The use of the word stomach is used
to compare the depths of a dense, dark, and humid forest
as in the human stomach. The meaning contained in the
excerpt is that if humans are in a tropical forest, they will
appear exceedingly small because there are still many
larger animals.

3) My body that is 172 centimetres tall is like a
bonsai when | am next to it (Lestari, 2021: 7).

The excerpt above which includes anthropomorphic met-
aphors is that my body is 172 centimetres tall like a bon-
sai. Bonsai is a plant that is deliberately reduced in a pot
as an ornamental plant. In the excerpt there is a transfer of
a person’s height into the plant. The meaning contained is
that everyone will look tall if they are close to someone
who is the right height.

Animal Metaphor

4) In the hull of tropical forests, often the status of
humans shrinks into fleas who get lost in the
contortions of sheep’s fur (Lestari, 2021: 6).

In the excerpt above, which shows the animal metaphor is
that humans have shrunk to fleas. Fleas are small animals
that become parasites on other animals. From the excerpt,
there is a transfer from humans to animals called fleas.
Humans living in tropical forests are likened to tiny fleas
on the bodies of other animals covered with thick and
dark fur. Tropical forests have tall trees that cover the
forest floor, this makes the forest look dark and feel
moist.

5) Carolus Linnaeus coined the term hominidae for
humans and separated chimpanzees from the
word pongidae because he was afraid of being
scolded by the church. So, we are animals,
Zarah. Animals that have high linguistic abilities
because they have Broca’s Area (Lestari, 2021:
19).

In the excerpt above which signifies the animal metaphor
is “So, we are animals, Zarah.” Animals with linguistic
abilities. The shift that occurs in the excerpt above is from
humans to animals. It means that humans are like animals,
the only difference being that they can speak.

6) According to my father, fungi are the ancestors
of the human species. Both breathe oxygen and
exhale carbon dioxide, both have high intelli-
gence, both are network creatures. Because of
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this close resemblance, fungi and humans have a
unique relation.According to my father, fungi are
the ancestors of the human species. Both breathe
oxygen and exhale carbon dioxide, both have
high intelligence, both are network creatures.
Because of this close resemblance, fungi and
humans have a unique relation (Lestari, 2021;
24).

The quote above which shows the animal metaphor is that
fungi are the ancestors of the human species. The word
species is used to classify one or more groups of living
things. There is a transfer of human groups into animals
by using the word species. The meaning in the excerpt
above is that as living beings who have a prominent level
of intelligence, humans should protect nature as fungi do.

Abstraction Metaphor

7) According to my father, fungi are nature’s par-
ents(Lestari, 2021: 21).

In the excerpt above, which shows the abstraction meta-
phor is that fungi are the parents of this nature. The ab-
stract form of this expression is found in the word par-
ents.Parents have the meaning of people who have blood
relations with children. Fungi as plants which are consid-
ered as nature’s parents become abstract because actually
no one knows for sure what creatures were first on
earth.However, the word parents referring to fungi in the
excerpt is considered a creature that has prepared life for
other living things.

8) Fungi prepare land for plants because they can
“chew” on rocks(Lestari, 2021: 21).

In the excerpt above, which shows the abstraction meta-
phor is that they can “chew” rocks. The abstract form of
this expression is found in the word chew. Chewing has
the real meaning of crushing food which is usually done
by living things such as humans and animals. However,
the word chewing in the excerpt is crushing which implic-
itly shows the phenomenon of turning rocks into soil to
form land.

9) Fungi are conscious creatureswhich know and
can sense the existence of other beings.

The use of the word conscious creature in the excerpt
above is a form of abstraction from plants into human
nature. Conscious creatures refer to humans who have
reason to think, while fungi are plants that do not have
reason and are unable to do anything. The meaning in the
excerpt is that as a creature who has reason, it should be
able to protect nature and the life around it, because there
are not only one group living on earth, but many other
groups that must be preserved (Lestari, 2021: 24).
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Synaesthesia Metaphor

10) | turned to the ground, found it also bumpy and
breathing. (Lestari, 2021: 145)

In the excerpt above which shows the metaphor of syn-
aesthesia is | turned my head to the ground, found it also
bumpy and breathing.This expression shows an exchange
between the sense of sight in the form of turning and the
sense of smell in the form of breathing. The meaning of
the quote above is that nature also lives like a human who
moves and breathes.

11) He told the story of the Sekonyer River, about
how it kept swallowing enormous quantities of
gold mining waste and how its colour grew
cloudier day by day. (Lestari, 2021: 179-180)

The excerpt above which shows the metaphor of synaes-
thesia is the river continues to swallow gold mine waste in
enormous quantities and how the colour is getting cloudi-
er.Swallowing is part of the sense of taste which is then
transferred to the sense of sight in the word colour. The
quote means that rivers polluted by gold mining waste
cause damage to the river ecosystem.

IV. CONCLUSION

Based on the results of data analysis in the novel Partikel
by Dewi Lestari, human life will always be related to na-
ture. Human life will always be juxtaposed with the sur-
rounding natural environment. In the obtained metaphori-
cal data, words, phrases, or sentences are found that are
juxtaposed with the characteristics of flora and fauna.
This cannot be separated because the environment and
nature have a significant role in human life. The results of
the research prove that in the novel Partikelby Dewi Les-
tari, there are four types of ecological metaphors consist-
ing of 1) anthropomorphic metaphor; 2) animal metaphor;
3) abstraction metaphor; and 4) synaesthesia metaphor.
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