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Abstract— This article is perhaps the most extensive review of the Disability Literature Analysis System (DLAS), 

a novel framework developed specifically to study and analyze the literary works that concern disability in a 

focused and organized manner. Therefore, the focus can be said to be on resolving the problem of incorporating 

literary studies into disability studies. The thesis offers an organised and comprehensive approach to addressing 

the issues related to representation of disability or ‘disability narratives’ in works of literature. The current 

research studies a wide range of contemporary works of disability literature through the lens of qualitative 

content analysis and semi-structured interviews with relevant authors, as well as quantitative text mining 

techniques in order to search for specific themes, language, and visual representation. In literature, there are 

important and illustrative developments in understanding how impairment and sickness are represented 

including the changes in presentation of character types, development of issues over a period of time and the 

distortion which author’s attitudes cause on images of disability. This research offers an analytic perspective 

salient to the specific disability studies in the literature because it provides an alternative scheme that is 

interesting, practical and illustrative on the benefits of interaction between ‘writing’ and ‘disability’. The study 

also provides them with the means to undertake in-depth reading of disability related literary texts and criticism 

and flush out the images of disability crafted by the authors. Lastly, it also creates avenues for future exploration 

of issues that relate disability studies to literary theory and practices as well as the digital humanities. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The recent progress in integrating the concepts of disability 

studies and literary analysis can, without a doubt, be regarded 

as one of the many turning points in the focus of academic 

work in this field within the past decade. This is because there 

is increasing awareness of how deep and complex the effects 

of literary representation on the social attitude towards 

disability can be. This new approach to the cultural studies of 

literature accepts that Milton's Paradise Lost is not only the 

custodian of all cultural norms regarding disability but is also 

a means to the ends of reforming such views. However, 

disability studies in literature is an expanding horizon, yet the 

demand for disability literature critiques remains persistent 

and acute. There are still challenges in understanding the 

changing dynamics of disability across different sets of 

literature throughout history and across nations. 

In this respect, this paper presents and evaluates the recently 

developed Disability Literature Analysis System (DLAS) 

which is a new approach for the research of disability themes, 

characters, and narratives in literature. The DLAS is in 

response to some issues that have existed for ages within 

disability studies and literary studies and that offer 

possibilities for further research. In what ways have the 

depictions of disabilities in literary works improved over the 

years in light of the people’s perception, the medical field, and 

the disability movement? Where does disability literature 

draw its main themes from and the main narrative forms 

where those themes appear and do they reinforce or counter 

disability servitude and other stereotypes? In what ways do 

the perspectives and experiences of authors, particularly those 

writers who are disabled, shape how disability is represented 

in literature? What are the specific linguistic and stylistic 

aspects of writing about disabilities that may reflect certain 

beliefs, motives, or attempts to express a particular 

perspective in a detailed way, making good use of the senses 

and thoughts? 

It's worth noting that the main contribution of the present 

research comes from the possibility of offering a systematic, 

repeatable, and extremely detailed approach towards the 
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consideration of disability literature in relation to which the 

nuances of the image of disability in the literature can be 

understood. This research seeks to develop an analytical 

approach that is qualitative and quantitative in nature in order 

to provide research, teaching and literary criticism with 

advanced analytical instruments that promote effective work 

with texts focused on the complex reality of people with 

disabilities. Additionally, the results of this research have 

implications for use outside of the academic context in that 

they can help produce more realistic depictions of disability 

in literature, media and sociocultural perspectives. 

DLAS is dedicated to the scholarship on the history of 

disability as one of its key developments, the most important 

of which is parental appeal to the classic work of Lennard 

Davis “Enforcing Normalcy” [1] and “Extraordinary Bodies” 

by Rosemarie Garland-Thomson [2]. These classic works 

have stressed the need to look at culture in literature and other 

art forms and more importantly to the representation of 

disability as a challenge to the societal boundaries of normal 

and abnormal classifications. In consonance with these 

theoretical approaches, the DLAS embraces the contemporary 

context of digital humanities and computational linguistics to 

improve the quality of text and literary analysis in a more 

sophisticated and advanced way. Also, the contributions of 

researchers such as Tobin Siebers, whose “Disability Theory” 

[3] examines the intersections of disability with other 

identities and culture, have greatly contributed to the DNLA’s 

multilayered perspective. As an important distinction, Siebers 

argues that disability is a  difference, not a deviation; this has 

an impact on our understanding of the engagement of 

literature with the issues of identity, belonging, and social 

justice. The same is true for the “narrative prosthesis” concept 

of David T. Mitchell and Sharon L. Snyder with respect to 

disability in narrative, which is presented in their book 

“Narrative Prosthesis: Disability and the Dependencies of 

Discourse” [4]. It is used to sustain those characters or 

advance that plot. 

This investigation comes at an especially appropriate point in 

time due to the growing inclusion of debates about disability 

into the public sphere as well as the increasing need to see 

proper and diverse representation in fictional works. 

Publishing houses, institutions, and the audience in general 

are in search of tales that depict everyone including those with 

disabilities, thus the importance of having advanced features 

that could assess and place such narratives into perspective is 

paramount. Towards this end, the DLAS offers a rigid 

framework that provides more than just an analysis of the 

images of disability presented in literature, dealing with issues 

such as tropes, language use and structural make-up of the 

narratives. 

This study also extends the existing knowledge through the 

work done by researchers who have merged disability studies 

with other approaches. That is, Alison Kafer's "Feminist, 

Queer, Crip" [5] offers useful approaches to disability, gender 

and sexuality which we draw upon in our investigation of 

intersections in literature. Therí Alyce Pickens’ “Black 

madness: Mad Blackness” [6] also deals with race and 

disability in creative works, and this is significant in 

understanding the different works of literatures. 

The last few years have also witnessed radical changes in the 

way disability studies are perceived with specific reference to 

the cross culturalism or globalism. For instance, the works of 

Michael Davidson in “Invalid Modernism: Disability and the 

Missing Body of the Aesthetic” [7] and Clare Barker, Stuart 

Murray in “The Cambridge Companion to Literature and 

Disability” [8] point to the challenges of studying disability in 

literature in a narrow not global context. With this regard, the 

DLAS intends to be part of this growing global conversation 

and therefore, finds it imperative to employ tools and 

approaches that can critique works from different set and 

linguistic backgrounds. 

Disability studies and feminine literary criticism are areas of 

the research which are characterized by another very 

important aspect- paradigmatic influence of digital 

humanities. The DLH volume edited by Matthew K. Gold and 

Lauren F. Klein in “Debates in the Digital Humanities” [9] 

offers a hint on this transformation from the conventional 

mode of analyzing literature. The DLAS advances this and 

integrates text mining and natural language processing in 

order to find patterns and trends which are too difficult to 

depict through a close reading approach alone. 

 

In the subsequent chapters that follow, this study will begin 

by outlining the process of designing and implementing the 

DLAS, illustrating also the results of our survey of 

contemporary literature on disability, and emphasising the far-

reaching consequences of such results for disability studies, 

literary studies, and much more. We hope to enhance the 

scholarship on the discourse of representation of disability in 

literature and create a useful tool for researchers in this field, 

which is quite important and developing quite fast.  

In this study, which we are going to conduct thoroughly and 

analytically, it is important to understand that the field of 

disability studies in literature is not only an area of theoretical 

understanding, but one of the great necessity in contemporary 
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struggles for social and economic rights of disabled people. 

As we look at the edges of literature, we see in what ways, 

disability is ignored and geographies of power and control 

exercised ontological surfaces over bodies. Our aspiration is 

for the Disability Literature Analysis System to be useful in 

academic arenas as a way to understand the field but will also 

serve to encourage better images of disabilities in literature 

and culture. 

 

II. METHODOLOGY 

In the course of developing and implementing the Disability 

Literature Analysis System (DLAS), a complex and 

multidimensional method combining detailed qualitative 

content analysis with more advanced quantitative text mining 

and author interviews was utilized. This comprehensive 

mixed-methods approach was, however, specifically designed 

to account for the finer details of the representation of 

disability in literature and its linguistic and stylistic aspects, 

while at the same time seeking the views of the authors. The 

Further complication in this research was in the initial 

research stage, I had to begin with the selection and 

assembling of the present-day corpus of disability literature. 

In all, 100 such identities of literature created and published 

within the timelines, 1990 to 2023, were found appropriate, 

cutting across various forms, namely, novels, short stories, 

poetry, memoirs, and other forms of creative writing. Among 

the selection requirements were those that sought works 

where people with disabilities were featured predominantly or 

had characters with disabilities. Great consideration was 

given to ensure gender, type of disability, ethnicity, and the 

style where representation is literate was quite diverse. Works 

in this corpus are by authors with and without disabilities 

allowing a deeper understanding of the representation of 

disability narrative by author’s experience and viewpoint. 

 

Fig-DLAS Methodology Flowchart 
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The selection criteria adopted for this geographical region 

drew on unifying literary canons in disability studies of 

distinguished scholars such as Lennard Davis in “The 

Disability Studies Reader” [10] and many other feminist 

disability studies advocated by authors like Rosemarie 

Garland-Thomson [11]. At the same time, however, the 

research team undertook the effort to include not only the 

mainstream literature but the less known works and emerging 

social groups, especially those from the disadvantaged groups, 

for the purpose of ensuring that the analysis is comprehensive 

and representative. As the corpus was drawn up, a group of 

scholars who had various expertise ranging from disability 

studies, and literary criticism to linguistics, and digital 

humanities worked on developing qualitative content analysis 

coding on a very high level. This coding scheme was based on 

the previously existing schemes in disability studies, 

including a social model of disability by Oliver [12] that was 

further developed by Tom Shakespeare [13], and the narrative 

prosthesis defined by Mitchell and Snyder [4]. The purposes 

for which the coding categories were constructed were many 

and complex and focused on such issues as themes (e.g., 

identity, stigma, empowerment, intersectionality), character 

portrayals (e.g., stereotypes, complexity of representation, 

agency), narrative perspective (e.g., first-person vs. third-

person, disabled vs. non-disabled narrator), literary devices 

employed to discuss the experience of disability and how 

disability is linked with the other aspects of identity such as 

race, gender, sexuality, or class. 

In order to establish the dependability and credibility of the 

coding process, a complex pilot study was performed on a 

small group of 20 works from the corpus. Two independent 

coders, both of whom were equipped with knowledge in 

disability studies as well as with the art of literature, coded the 

works and their results were compared to find the inter-coder 

reliability which was measured by Cohen's kappa coefficient. 

Any inconsistencies were properly discussed and resolved 

through a process of consensus and these preliminary 

observations led to the adjustment of the coding scheme. This 

process was repeated so that the first and second coding 

rounds involved both rounds of coding and discussions and a 

very good inter-coder reliability (κ > 0.85) was obtained, 

confidence in the analysis of the qualitative data was assured.  

After the qualitative analysis, the research team applied 

advanced quantitative text mining techniques to find out the 

linguistic tendencies and stylistic elements present in 

disability literature. This stage of analysis employed the most 

recent natural language processing (NLP) applications 

including sophisticated sentiment analysis, topic modelling, 

and named entity recognition. An open-sourced software 

known as the NLTK Natural Language Toolkit [14] was used 

to preprocess the text and conduct superficial linguistic 

analysis whereas a more complex one in the topic modelling 

was conducted using Latent Dirichlet Allocation LDA 

algorithm in the Gensim library [15]. Also, word vector 

representation approaches, specifically Word2Vec [16], were 

used to understand how different terms related to disability 

concepts were semantically and contextually used within the 

whole text. 

A lexicon of disability-related languages was modified and 

included in the DLAS methodology, which was perhaps one 

of its most novel aspects. This comprehensive lexicon was 

generated from a combination of expert knowledge and the 

application of machine learning that identified significant co-

occurrences of terms within the corpus. The created lexicon 

that offered over 5000 terms and phrases was instrumental in 

monitoring changes in disability language over time and 

within various contexts of text. More examples of this type of 

evidence were added to the lexicon, for instance, the study by 

Zola on the politics of disability language [16]. 

As part of the fieldwork and to contextualize the narrative 

analysis better, the research team carried out face-to-face in-

depth semi Structured interviews with twenty authors from 

the selected corpus: ten authors who self-identify as disabled 

and ten able-bodied authors who wrote extensively on 

disability issues. Each of these interviews lasted between 60 

and 90 minutes, addressing the participants’ experience in 

approaching and doing research on disability, their 

motivations to write, and creative choices made in the process 

of authorship. The interview protocol was developed 

according to qualitative research methodology which 

considered the works of Brinkmann and Kvale [18] on 

designing effective interviews in literary and cultural studies. 

In light of the interactive nature of the interviews and 

respondents, the collected interview data was analyzed using 

the agreeing themes of Braun et al. [19] and the grounded 

theory of Charmaz including their applications [20]. On the 

one hand, this treated data made it possible to recognize the 

regularities and understand the art of disability literature, 

while on the other, it upheld the validity of new developments 

and unexpected elements. In regard to analysis of in-depth 

interviews, NVivo software was used to support the 

organization and coding of rich qualitative data and assist 

complex data management. 

Throughout this study, ethical considerations were of great 

concern especially given the fact that the study focused on 
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inequalities in representation of disabled people and the fact 

that one can do harm while conducting research on disabled 

people. The study complied with the ethical practice, 

particularly research ethics in disability studies, as articulated 

by Kitchin [21] and developed, among others, by Nind [22]. 

These point out that the respect and inclusivity of disabled 

individuals ought to be prioritized in the research process 

rather than skimming on the surface, that the outcomes of the 

research if there are any should be useful to the community in 

question. 

In order to make the research ethics more stringent, a 

committee was constituted where disabled intellectuals, 

authors and activists sat and consulted throughout the entire 

process. This board played an instrumental function in the 

processes of formulating the research questions, redeveloping 

the research design and even presenting the results of the 

research in a way that preserved and celebrated the lived 

experience of the disabled. 

 

Through the combining of close reading, qualitative coding, 

computational text analysis and interviews with the authors, 

no aspect of disability literature was left unexamined thanks 

to the DLAS multi-method approach. This combined data 

analysis method simplified cross source analysis and hence 

improved the validity and reliability of the findings. 

Furthermore, the way that new media principles were added 

to the approach created a pronounced looking DLAS that has 

broken the barriers in the study of disability. Utilising new 

technologies at the same time situating the work within the 

fields of disability studies and literary studies, provides areas 

that can be explored in the forthcoming works aimed at 

integrating the contents of humanities towards quantitative 

and qualitative paradigms. 

Finally, the methodologies adopted in the process of creating 

and using the Disability Literature Analysis System will 

greatly enhance the study of the representation of disability in 

literature. The DLAS is an integrated approach able to deal 

with the intricate issues of portrayal construction and 

interaction with disability in today’s literature by quality 

fieldwork, computational intelligence and effective author 

engagement. This multidimensional perspective reveals a 

great deal of complexity and richness regarding the changing 

forms of disability literature and this equally presents 

interdisciplinary engagements in the humanities with a new 

challenge. 

 

 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Using the Disability Literature Analysis System (DLAS) on a 

body of 100 contemporary literary works, we obtained a 

number of comprehensive and rich results, indicating 

noteworthy and detailed developments in the image of 

disability in literature within the past three decades. These 

findings are important not only because they provide insight 

into the shift in the portrayal of the ‘disability’ theme in 

contemporary literature, but they also recognize the tensions 

between social perceptions, author’s visions, artistic 

approaches and the historical context concerning the 

formation of disability images in literature. A very important 

trend which emerged from our content qualitative content 

analysis was the changing pattern of characters portrayal over 

time. Books from the early 1990s usually presented disabled 

characters, if at all, in minor parts and usually used them for 

the development of the able-bodied protagonists. This 

situation, which is almost synonymous with the narrative 

prosthesis concept of Mitchell and Snyder [4], was especially 

visible in works of fiction by writers without disabilities. For 

example, in the 1995 book “The Horse Whisperer” [23] by 

Nicholas Evans, teen character Grace loses a leg in an 

accident, and her role is primarily to fuel the emotional 

development of the able-bodied adults around her. 

We noticed that in the cadences of the stories to be examined, 

not only the number of characters with disabilities increased 

but also the complexity and agency afforded to such 

characters improved. Certainly, by the middle of the 2000s, 

there was a rise in the number of disabled characters in the 

narrative, more so in the literature of the disabled authors. 

There was a departure from the tendencies ordinarily 

associated with such characters, for instance, their disabilities, 

social issues such as identity, likeability, and even belonging 

to a group. In the early 2000s, for instance, Elizabeth Moon’s 

“The Speed of Dark” [24] features an autistic protagonist who 

undergoes intense identity crises and ethical dilemmas 

surrounding the treatment of neurological uniqueness. In the 

twain with such trend, the visibility of more complex 

representations also increased as usage of such literature as 

Spence’s “The Lost Girls” [25] that featured characters with 

disabilities whose plots moved beyond their disability and 

into themes such as love, grief, and self-actualization in the 

2010s. The rise of #OwnVoices literature, especially in the 

disability space such as the book “Unbroken: 13 Stories 

Starring Disabled Teens” edited by Marieke Nijkamp [26], has 

greatly improved the quality and depth of the disability 

representation in literature today. 
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Fig-Trend in Character Portrayal Over Time 

 

The qualitative data analyzed with the help of certain 

techniques of the quantitative text analysis, matched the 

information collected, and convincingly proved that linguistic 

references to disability have undergone drastic 

transformations across periods. 

The custom lexicon created as part of the DLAS helped us 

monitor the emergence and evolution of disability-related 

vocabulary throughout the corpus down to the level of detail 

never achieved in any previous studies. There was a 

discernible tendency to drop medicalized terminology while 

the social model of disability and human rights language 

flourished. For example, ‘suffers from’ and ‘afflicted with’ 

decreased by 68% in frequency between the years 1990 – 

2000 and 2010 - 2023, while the number of uses of a more 

person-centered expression (e.g. ‘a person with disabilities’ 

instead of ‘disabled person’) rose by 127% during the same 

period. This change was most obvious in all the texts written 

after 2010 when the disability rights movement began to 

receive attention, and the language surrounding the issue 

became more tactful. It is easy to see the influence of 

disability studies scholarship on changes in language practices, 

including the ones advocating the need to reclaim disability as 

a word For Simi Linton. In addition, there was more evidence 

in our data of the in-group use of the terminology such as 

“neurodivergent” and “crip” by disabled characters that is in 

line with current transformation in the disability culture and 

politics. 

Topic modeling analysis using the LDA algorithm revealed 

several prominent themes that recurred across the corpus. 

These included: 

1. Identity and self-discovery 

2. Societal barriers and discrimination 

3. Relationships and intimacy 

4. Medical experiences and healthcare systems 

5. Assistive technology and accessibility 

6. Disability rights and activism 

7. Intersectionality and multiple marginalized identities 

8. Familial dynamics and caregiving relationships 

9. Education and employment challenges 

10. Mental health and psychosocial disability 

Interestingly, the distribution and prominence of these themes 

varied depending on the author's background and the time of 

publication. Works by disabled authors tended to place greater 

emphasis on themes of identity, community, and activism, 

while those by non-disabled authors more frequently focused 
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on medical experiences and societal reactions to disability. 

This disparity highlights the importance of diverse authorial 

voices in shaping the landscape of disability literature. 

The assessment of the corpus in terms of sentiment shows that 

the emotional spectrum portrayed in disability literature is far 

from simple. In that, earlier pieces tend to be dominated by 

negativity, especially when challenges and barriers shared by 

disabled characters are being described, later works appear to 

present a wider emotional bandwidth. The turn of the trends 

towards a more complex emotional rendering of subjects has 

been the increased understanding that disability does not only 

tell a sad story or an inspiring one, but that it is much more 

than these two axes. 

 

Fig-Evolution of Themes in Disability Literature 

 

The findings obtained from the analysis of narrators was also 

very revealing. The corpus demonstrated an upward trend in 

the first-person accounts in which the disabled characters 

spoke over time from fifteen percent of the works covering 

the years 1990-2000 to forty-five percent of the works in the 

years covering 2010-2023. This inclination of the direct 

representation of the disabled people in the literature is the 

reflection of the cultural transformations in the society calling 

for all the silenced groups to be heard and represented. That is 

particularly true in such literature as #OwnVoices, with titles 

such as, “The Pretty One: On Life, Pop Culture, Disability, 

and Other Reasons to Fall in Love with Me,” by Keah Brown 

[28] that captures the nuances of living with disability in a 

way that is both personal and conversational. 

The interviews conducted with authors opened up a wealth of 

information on the understanding of the creative processes 

and motivations behind disability literature. Without fail, 

disabled authors stressed their most effective and primary 

incentive for creating literature was their want to see 

themselves accurately reflected in it. As one writer put it: “I 

pen the tales I would have liked to read as a child growing up 

with a disability. It’s about creating mirrors for the disabled 

readers and windows for the non-disabled ones.” This reminds 

me of the arguments of such thinkers asRudine Sims Bishop 

on the importance of representational literature [29]. 

On the contrary, non-disabled writers emphasized the 

importance of research and representation, particularly in 

matters that concern individuals with disabilities. Moreover, 

many writers claimed that they felt the need to write about 

disability in a responsible and respectful manner; several of 

them weighed in on how their perspective on disability 

changed as they wrote. This is an important aspect as it 

suggests that with authors and readers of all kinds, disability 

literatures have the capacity to be employed, actively, in 

awareness raising and changing perceptions. 

These interviews also revealed the challenges faced by 

authors in navigating the complex terrain of disability 

representation. For instance, many were concerned with the 

need to represent character experience with authenticity 

against the need to challenge stereotypes and preconceptions. 

This tension was placed into sharp relief in regard to how to 

present the physical and emotional aspects of living with a 

disability without overplaying the tragedy or inspiration 

narratives. As one author put it, “There’s a fine line between 
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showing engaging with the real challenges that can 

accompany a disability and making it ‘inspiration porn’. It’s a 

line I am always trying to achieve in my work.” 

The application of the DLAS to our corpus also allowed us to 

identify several innovative literary techniques employed by 

authors to convey the experience of disability. In particular, 

we noted an increasing number of nonlinear plot lines and 

experimental forms used in the representation of the ways of 

seeing of neurodivergent individuals and of chronic pains that 

are distanced from the center. For instance, Susanna Kaysen’s 

30 novel title Girl, Interrupted utilizes a jarring and 

fragmented storyline in order to depict the author’s personal 

account of borderline personality disorder. 

 

Fig-Linguistic Patterns in Disability Literature 

 

Our analysis also uncovered fascinating trends regarding the 

use of metaphor and imagery in disability literature. Most of 

the early literature viewed disability through the lens of 

tackling human experiences, while the new literature cuts 

across experiencing disability in the fullest sense using the 

other aspects of the narrative as metaphors of disability. This 

change makes an important step away from the abhorrent and 

archaic tradition of documenting disability simply for the sake 

of literature, to a more plausible approach of dealing with 

disability as a social phenomenon. The DLAS also enabled us 

to look at the ways that disability intersects with other identity 

categories, such as race, gender, or sexuality. Findings show 

that there is a growing awareness of the literature on disability 

being intersectional – that especially festivals after the year 

2010 have illustrated this aspect of literature. This 

development echoes the broader debates within disability 

studies on the need for taking into account several, often 

conflictual, identities in order to comprehend the realities of 

disabled individuals. For example, “Care Work: Dreaming 

Disability Justice” by Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha 

[31] is a work that incorporates such an approach about 

interrelationships of race, gender, sexual orientation with 

disability. 

It is essential to commend one finding in this study: The 

change in attitudes towards mental health and psychosocial 

disabilities as seen in the portrayal of different time periods. 

Earlier materials from the given corpus tended to view mental 

illness through mainly the lenses of stigma and social 

exclusion. In contrast, more contemporary texts focus on 

mental illness subjects with a tendency to centre recovery, 

resilience and social factors that promote or undermine mental 

health. This trend correlates with the changing public attitudes 

towards mental illnesses which are increasingly being 

accepted and understood more as a social issue. It also reflects 

an appreciation of how society shapes the mental health of 

individuals rather than just individuals having mental 

problems and there being an individual treatment. 
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The analysis of linguistic patterns and stylistic features was 

highly interesting in how authors manage to express the 

sensation and cognition of disability in the narrative. We 

noticed a growing tendency of synesthetic descriptions and 

non-standard syntax used in the depiction of ranged spectrum 

of senses especially in the works about neurodivergence or 

sensory disabilities. As an example, Mark Haddon's novel 

“The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time” [32] 

draws an interesting approach in regards to how the narrative 

is built around the autistic main character. 

In addition, the study of the corpus presented to us indicated 

the changes in evolution in how assistive technologies are 

represented. The older literature, while addressing the issue of 

assistive devices, tended to classify them as the symbols of 

the otherness and limitations, and the new drawn texts do 

suppose the scope of those devices in order to enable the 

agency of the individuals. This change increases as better 

assistive devices are invented and the scope of accessibility is 

no longer viewed as a bonus but an inherent right in every 

member of the society. 

 

The analysis of statistics gathered from the DLA database 

detailed how the discourses concerning disability activism 

and disability rights have had a tremendous impact on literary 

representations of disability. Towards the end of the period 

under study, some of the published works began to embrace 

concepts of pride in peoples with disabilities, their coming 

together as a group and engaging in politics. An example of 

this can be seen in the novel “Kindred” by Octavia Butler [33], 

which although does not at its core center on disability, brings 

in issues of social justice of indomitable bodies that are very 

much in line with disability rights discourse. 

The other shortcoming of the present study was the limitation 

to the corpus of the study to English language literature, which 

may not be representative of global trends in the performance 

of disability. The research scope could consider incorporating 

the DLAS to even more literatures from various languages 

and cultures, so as to portray the disability literature on 

comprehensively in the globe. And in addition, though the 

selected corpus displayed a great span of history, a study 

design including a wider historical canon of literary up to the 

present trends may be more beneficial in tracing the 

progression of disability in texts over many years. 

To sum up, the application of the Disability Literature 

Analysis System to our corpus has revealed significant and 

nuanced trends in the evolution of disability representation in 

contemporary literature. From stereotypes on the disabled, to 

those which enable the disabled characters to be actively 

engaged in the events of a story, to the differences in 

vocabulary and word combinations used to speak about and 

describe disability experiences, all these show the ways how 

rapidly changing diversity of disability literature is. These 

developments are a reflection of the changing profile of 

disability as an issue in society, the impact of the struggle for 

disability rights, and the emergence of more active disability 

elements that embrace an authorship role. 

The DLAS has demonstrated to be an effective instrument for 

revealing trends and information that otherwise would remain 

hidden through standard literary analysis. Thanks to the 

qualitative close readings, text analyses, and author interviews 

we conducted; we have successfully demonstrated how the 

aspects of disability are portrayed, constructed, and dealt with 

in the literature of the present day. 

These results are important not only for the literary studies 

and the disability studies, but also for the broader social 

discourse about disability. They point out the relevance of 

many narratives in discussing the literary portrayals of 

disability and demonstrate the ability of literature to resist 

negative images, offer compassion and pave the way for 

change. 

In the last instance, it is obvious that the disability literature 

in its various manifestations stands rife for the possibility of 

further exploration and analysis. At the same time, the 

Disability Literature Analysis System presents a dynamic 

exceptionally adding to theory and practice of literature 

analysis turning almost all literature studies inside out. Hence, 

as more efforts are devoted towards further improving such 

analysis systems and incorporating relevant features, more 

light will be shed on literature’s context and fabrication of 

social attitudes towards disability. 

The analysis of the DLAS also threw some interesting 

statistics on the exploration of disabilities through specific 

genres. During our review, we also noted a range of 

speculative fiction that comfortably incorporated disability 

into its narrative consideration in the second half of the period 

under review. Examples of such works are “On the Edge of 

Gone” by Corinne Duyvis [34] and “An Unkindness of Ghosts” 

by Rivers Solomon [35] which are set in cotton science fiction 

patterned worlds. 

the prevalence of narratives revolving around the authors 

writing self-accounts or memoirs on disabilities within the 

surveyed works. Examples are such works as “Haben: The 

Deafblind Woman Who Conquered Harvard Law” written by 

Haben Girma [36] where experiences of living with a 
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disability are shared in the first person. This is more extreme 

than any of the other attention-seeking or celebrity faux 

autobiographies because it conforms with the current culture 

of appreciating located innocents, Destroyed lives with a 

dominance of personal experience based narrative in any 

address on disability issues. In the case of the DLAS, we could 

discern some of the typical narrating strategies used in those 

works, such as the use of humor to subvert stereotypes, the 

provision of sensory impression to explain unique 

understanding, and the understanding of disability in a 

different manner where it is seen as an advantage and added 

value rather than a limitation. 

 

Looking at certain elements surrounding the book including 

the cover pages, author information and other promotional 

content also helped to observe how attitudes about disabled 

people in literature change over time. We saw a progression 

from book covers that showed medical or lonely images to 

ones that presented disabled figures as active members of 

varied societies. This imagery development coincides with the 

text history illustrated by the DLAS where it spells out 

increasing positive views on disability. 

In working with intertextuality analysis, we found that 

contemporary disability studies literature increasingly 

incorporates, and even adjusts for, the existing disability 

studies literature. This exchange of utterances points to the 

fact that the young disability sector is beginning to ape the 

established and coming frontal occupations. For example, 

Talia Hibbert’s [37] novel ‘Get a Life, Chloe Brown' includes 

and critiques features of the canvassed texts from 

interrelationships with the topics of disability and 

caregiving/interaction in the literature. This was due to the 

fact that some of the corpus works were similar in elements 

which led to intertextuality. However, most of the narratives 

either constrained from or intentionally avoided using any of 

the previously analyzed works with similar structures. The 

retrieved texts were not entirely integrated into the new text 

but rather the new author added and discussed what had been 

said before. Elements of texts do not always place fresh ideas 

in existing overly new concepts. Our analysis provided 

compelling evidence of intertextuality in respect to the 

constructs of disability, caregiving, and their interactions in 

the narratives. The disability, caregiving, and their 

intersections intertextuality was primarily due to the existence 

of such tropes within some of the corpus narratives. 

Limitations in text production to those previously analysed or 

the same in structure avoided most of the narratives. The 

pulled out texts were not absorbed in the new text but, slight 

modification was carried out by the new author on the 

incorporated contending texts. The incorporation of new 

notions to express old ones does not always ensure a 

replacement of old ideas. The progressive addition and 

interaction of the texts can be seen with regard to the concepts 

of disability and caregiving and the inclusion of intertextuality 

in the analysis.  For most of the corpus works, both disability 

and caregiving are interrelated concerns because of the nexus 

of their tropes.  

Our analysis also uncovered some intriguing tendencies 

regarding the representation of disability communities and 

culture. Earlier works often presented images of people with 

disabilities as primarily individuals- isolated from society. 

However, a more recent oeuvre features even more dynamic 

illustrations of the disabled, embracing the idea of disability 

community, culture, and pride. The last statement, in turn, 

demonstrates the changing attitudes toward disability which 

is viewed not only as a social issue but, as a cultural identity 

as claimed, among others, by Steven Brown in the context of 

disability culture [39]. 

Alongside these literary trends, the DLAS also enabled us to 

observe the progression in the inclusion of the disability 

theory into the corresponding literature. We noted the growing 

aspect of authors, especially those who experienced 

disabilities, adhering to the concepts of disability studies in 

their writing. This growing tendency implies that there is an 

increasing relationship between academic disability studies 

and the practice of writing literature for performance and/or 

publication purposes, in that literature becomes a vehicle for 

such concepts to be examined and made known to the public. 

When we analyzed the corpus, we saw as well changing 

patterns in the representation of disability and gender. Older 

publications could, for instance, either strip the disabled of sex 

altogether or present their sexual appeal as an issue. It would 

be censured and it would be unacceptable to speak about the 

sexuality of the disabled characters. More recent fiction, 

however, tends to feature disabled characters who are sexual 

and possess a range of appetites and experiences. This 

development is in line with evolution of disability rights and 

sexuality studies that aim to include and respect the sexual 

rights of the disabled. 

The general idea of DLAS applied to our corpus also proved 

to be efficient in literary research where text analysis is based 

on quantitative techniques with some qualitative parameters 

being added into the research. By weaving together 

computational text analysis, close reading, and author 
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interviews, we found delicate and complex patterns and trends 

that would have remained 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

The evolution of the Disability Literature Analysis System 

(DLAS) and its application in real-life scenarios has granted 

an exceptional perspective regarding the issue of 

representation of disability in modern literature. This analysis 

of 100 selected works between 1990 and 2023 has also 

demonstrated the outlined tendencies that are common in the 

overall outlook of the society towards disabilities, the 

increasing deafening cadence of disabled individuals in the 

literary sphere and the ever- growing literature and social 

justice relations concerning disabilities. 

 

Key findings from this research include: 

1. A marked shift towards more complex and nuanced 

portrayals of characters with disabilities, moving 

away from stereotypical or one-dimensional 

representations. 

2. An increase in protagonists with disabilities, 

particularly in works authored by disabled writers, 

exploring themes of identity, autonomy, and 

community. 

3. Significant changes in linguistic patterns, with a 

decrease in medicalized language and an increase in 

terminology associated with the social model of 

disability and disability rights discourse. 

4. The emergence of recurring themes such as identity, 

societal barriers, relationships, medical experiences, 

assistive technology, and disability activism, with 

their prominence and treatment evolving over time. 

5. A trend towards more balanced and varied emotional 

portrayals in disability narratives, moving beyond 

uniformly tragic or inspirational narratives. 

6. An increase in first-person narratives by disabled 

characters, reflecting a broader cultural shift towards 

amplifying marginalized voices. 

7. The development of innovative literary techniques to 

convey the experience of disability, including 

experimental forms and non-linear narratives. 

8. A growing recognition of the intersectional nature of 

disability experiences in literature, particularly in 

works published after 2010. 

9. The increasing influence of disability theory and 

academic discourse on literary representations of 

disability. 

10. Evolving trends in the portrayal of disability 

communities, culture, and sexuality, reflecting 

broader societal shifts in understanding disability as 

a cultural identity. 

These results further support the necessity of employing a 

systematic disability literature position analysis since it 

enables one to see such trends that would be difficult to put 

together after a few readings. The DLA System has been 

useful in understanding the history and development of 

disability in literature, which has always had an effect on the 

attitudes towards disability and the way it is socially 

constructed. 

This study raises issues that reach far beyond the framework 

of literary studies. The DLAS provides a specific and 

multifaceted approach to the study of disability in literature, 

which can also be of importance to teachers and students in 

training, publishing houses and disability rights activists. It 

may be useful to encourage the development of more realistic 

and sincere practices for disability representation in literature 

and other fields which in turn may cause changes in the 

societal attitudes towards disability. 

Also, the DLAS is a case that proves hybridisation in the 

humanities can be applied. With elements of literary studies, 

disability studies, linguistics, and computing, we have built 

and analytical model that in turn enables the study of the 

representation of disability in literature in all its aspects. New 

avenues of Research is Created By This however this does 

have some limitations. It is worth noting that focusing only on 

English literature may limit the scope of understanding the 

global context of disability representation so other languages 

will have to be researched as well. It is also worth noting that 

although the timeline of our corpus was extensive further back 

looking study of this literary aspect would be helpful in 

showing the changes in understandings of disability in 

literature over time. In this regard, it can be stated that in the 

nearest future there are plenty of ways the DLAS can be 

reworked for additional research. In the upcoming research, 

this structure may be directed towards a certain type of 

literature, an epoch or a better culture in order to have a 

precise understanding. The system could be modified as well 

in order to study the representations of disability in other types 

of medium, such as motion pictures, television, or the internet. 

Furthermore, the methods used in the DLAS may eventually 

be applied to the analysis of literature pertaining to other 
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under-represented groups, thus enriching the ongoing 

discourse on literature and inclusion. 

The Disability Literature Analysis System is a fundamental 

advancement in disability studies as well as literary studies. It 

has shed light upon the phenomenon of heteroglossia and how 

it sustains the attitudes towards disability in literature by 

presenting a systemic, multifaceted lens of viewing disability 

in literary content. As we persist in this effort to build and 

grow the scope of this methodology, we will be able to 

appreciate fully the intersections between literature, disability, 

and society. 

 

The outcomes of this research draw attention to the ability of 

literature to change perceptions, foster understanding, and 

instigate action. They also point to the need for a renaissance 

in literature that has many strains, especially the disabled 

writers strain. Many forms of disability literature are 

developing today, therefore innovations like the disability 

literature analysis will be pivotal in monitoring such progress 

as well as its significance in the larger society. 

The study projects Asher and Morning Deborah that it is 

worth noting that problems of studying disability within the 

literature cannot be regarded as a purely academic one. 

Instead, it lies at the center of the efforts to assert disability as 

a human right. We can see that looking at literature or any 

other artifacts of culture that society produces, one can create 

a certain picture of how the ideas on the topic of disability 

have been created, constructed, and deconstructed in that 

specific society. Finally, we hope that the Disability Literature 

Analysis System will promote the academic discourse in the 

field but also hope that it will make a difference to how 

disability is depicted in literature and elsewhere so that the 

representations are more rounded and kinder. 

As we look to the future, it is clear that the field of disability 

literature is rich with potential for further exploration and 

analysis. The Disability Literature Analysis System provides 

a robust foundation for future studies, offering a 

methodological bridge between traditional literary criticism 

and emerging digital humanities approaches. By continuing to 

refine and expand this analytical framework, we can deepen 

our understanding of how literature reflects and shapes 

societal attitudes towards disability, ultimately contributing to 

a more inclusive and equitable world for all. 
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