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Abstract— This study explored how digital narratives on platforms like X blended Indian and Anglo-Saxon 

literary traditions to construct hybrid identities, reinterpret myths, and reflect social structures in a 

globalized world from 2020 to 2025. Employing a qualitative case study approach, the research integrated 

comparative literary analysis with anthropological methods, analyzing 75 digital texts from X, Wattpad, and 

Archive of Our Own (AO3) and observing seven online communities. Findings revealed that 80% of texts 

fused narrative elements, such as dharma and wyrd, within a third space (Bhabha, 2015), while 62.5% of X 

posts from diasporic users constructed hybrid identities through exile narratives. Myths were reinterpreted 

in 66.7% of texts to address ecological and diasporic themes, and online communities mirrored traditional 

social structures as virtual rituals (Turner, 1969). These results contributed to comparative literature, 

anthropology, and digital culture studies by highlighting the role of social media in fostering cross-cultural 

narrative innovation. Limitations included reliance on public data and a focus on 2020–2025, suggesting 

future research into private platforms and longitudinal trends. 

Keywords— digital narratives, hybrid identities, myth reinterpretation, cross-cultural literature, online 

communities 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The literary traditions of the Indian subcontinent and 

Anglo-Saxon England, exemplified by epics such as the 

Mahabharata and Ramayana and texts like Beowulf and The 

Seafarer, offer rich tapestries of cultural identity, mythic 

archetypes, and social structures. These narratives, though 

emerging from distinct historical and cultural contexts: 

ancient India’s oral and philosophical traditions and early 

medieval England’s warrior ethos, share universal themes 

of heroism, duty, and community that transcend 

geographical and temporal boundaries. In the contemporary 

digital era, globalization and technological advancements 

have revolutionized how these traditions are engaged, with 

platforms like X, blogs, and online literary spaces serving 

as dynamic arenas for reinterpretation. On these platforms, 

Indian concepts such as dharma and karma intersect with 

Anglo-Saxon notions of fate and honor, creating hybrid 

narratives that embody what Bhabha (2015) describes as the 

“third space” of cultural hybridity. Social media platforms 

particularly X, amplify these exchanges by enabling real-

time, participatory storytelling among globalized 

communities, including diasporic populations, fan fiction 

creators, and cross-cultural enthusiasts. This convergence is 

shaped by the dynamics of digital culture, where 

algorithms, user interactions, and the accessibility of online 

spaces foster new forms of narrative production. Yet, 

scholarly exploration of how Indo-Saxon literary traditions 

merge in these digital spaces to shape identities, myths, and 

social structures remains limited, underscoring the need for 

an interdisciplinary approach that bridges comparative 

literature, anthropology, and digital culture studies. 
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This research investigates how contemporary digital 

narratives on platforms like X blend Indian and Anglo-

Saxon literary elements to construct hybrid identities, 

reinterpret myths, and reflect evolving social structures in a 

globalized world. By integrating comparative literary 

analysis with anthropological frameworks, the study 

examines how online communities, ranging from diasporic 

storytellers to gaming and fan fiction creators, reimagine 

traditional narratives to address modern themes such as 

migration, cultural exchange, and ecological concerns. The 

objectives are threefold: to analyze digital texts that fuse 

Indian and Anglo-Saxon narrative elements; to apply 

anthropological theories like Bhabha’s (2015) third space 

and Turner’s (1969) ritual analysis to explore identity 

formation; and to assess how these narratives mirror social 

hierarchies and community dynamics in virtual spaces. The 

research addresses the following questions: How do digital 

narratives on platforms like X integrate Indian and Anglo-

Saxon literary traditions? How do these narratives construct 

hybrid identities and reinterpret mythic archetypes? What 

insights do these online communities provide into 

contemporary social structures? Focusing on digital content 

from 2020 to 2025, this study contributes to comparative 

literature, anthropology, and digital culture studies by 

illuminating the role of social media in fostering cross-

cultural narrative innovation and reshaping cultural 

identities in an interconnected world. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

The intersection of Indo-Saxon literature, anthropology, 

and digital narratives is an emerging field that requires 

synthesizing comparative literary studies, anthropological 

theories, and digital culture research. This review draws on 

recent peer-reviewed journal articles to explore how 

cultural hybridity, identity, myth, and social structure 

manifest in contemporary online platforms, with a focus on 

Indian and Anglo-Saxon narrative traditions. 

Comparative studies of Indian and Anglo-Saxon literature 

have traditionally centered on ancient texts like the 

Mahabharata, Ramayana, and Beowulf, but recent 

scholarship explores their modern reinterpretations. Majeed 

(2019) traces the literary history of South Asia, arguing that 

Indian epics are reimagined in contemporary fiction to 

negotiate identity and nationhood, reflecting globalized 

cultural dialogues. Similarly, Thornton (2019) compares the 

late medieval Japanese epic Meitokuki with Anglo-Saxon 

texts like Beowulf, identifying shared themes of mythic 

heroism and political legitimacy that suggest cross-cultural 

narrative archetypes. However, these studies focus on 

historical or print-based adaptations, rarely addressing how 

digital platforms like X or online literature reinterprets these 

traditions. The global dissemination of Indian mythological 

narratives, as noted by Majeed, lacks analysis in the context 

of social media, where participatory storytelling amplifies 

cross-cultural exchanges. 

Anthropological frameworks offer tools to analyze cultural 

hybridity and identity in digital narratives. Wiles (2020) 

defines literary anthropology as the use of texts as 

ethnographic sources, a lens applicable to studying how 

online narratives blend Indian mythic motifs (e.g., dharma) 

with Anglo-Saxon heroic ideals (e.g., fate). Bhabha’s 

(2015) concept of the “third space” in postcolonial theory 

provides a framework for understanding hybrid identities in 

online communities, where cultural boundaries are 

negotiated. Mukharji (2019) examines how South Asian 

storytelling encodes cultural identities, but focuses on 

historical “indigenous” narratives rather than digital 

contexts. Anthropological studies of digital spaces as sites 

of identity formation are limited, particularly regarding 

platforms like X, which facilitate real-time, cross-cultural 

narrative production. 

Digital culture scholarship highlights the transformative 

role of online platforms in narrative creation. Bryson (2017) 

analyzes the Digital Archive of Literacy Narratives, arguing 

that digital storytelling challenges traditional literacy myths 

and shapes cultural identities. This is relevant for Indo-

Saxon narratives, as platforms enable users to reinterpret 

epic stories in ways that reflect hybrid identities. 

Bhattacharjee et al. (2024) explore South Asian graphic 

novels, noting how they blend mythic narratives with 

modern themes like ecological crises, offering a model for 

studying digital adaptations of Indian epics. However, these 

studies focus on specific genres, such as graphic novels or 

web series, rather than the broader, participatory ecosystem 

of social media, where short-form content on platforms like 

X creates new narrative forms. The convergence of Indian 

and Anglo-Saxon traditions in these digital spaces remains 

underexplored. 

Social media platforms are critical sites for cultural 

hybridity, enabling globalized storytelling. Hulatt (2024) 

argues that media like Slumdog Millionaire blend diverse 

narrative traditions to create inclusive stories, a concept 

extensible to social media where users engage in narrative 

fusion and code-switching. Ishtiaq et al. (2024) analyze 

Jhumpa Lahiri’s Interpreter of Maladies, highlighting how 

diasporic narratives on digital platforms reflect hybrid 

identities shaped by migration and globalization. While 

these studies address Indian diasporic literature, they do not 

explore parallels with Anglo-Saxon traditions, such as 

modern retellings of Beowulf in gaming or fan fiction 

communities. Anthropological analyses of platforms like X 
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as sites of cultural production are scarce, despite their role 

in shaping dynamic, cross-cultural narratives. 

The literature reveals key gaps relevant to the proposed 

research. Comparative studies of Indian and Anglo-Saxon 

literature focus on historical texts, with minimal attention to 

digital adaptations. An anthropological framework like 

third space of Bhaba is underutilized in analyzing digital 

narratives, particularly on social media. Digital culture 

studies often target specific genres rather than the 

participatory nature of platforms like X. Finally, there is a 

lack of research on how Indo-Saxon narrative traditions 

converge online to create hybrid identities, myths, and 

social structures. This research addresses these gaps by 

examining how digital narratives on platforms like X blend 

Indian and Anglo-Saxon elements to reflect cultural 

hybridity and globalized identities in contemporary online 

spaces. 

 

III. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

This study is grounded in an interdisciplinary theoretical 

framework that integrates postcolonial theory, narrative 

performance theory, convergence culture, and 

anthropological perspectives to analyze the fusion of Indian 

and Anglo-Saxon literary traditions in digital narratives. 

These theories provide a robust lens for examining how 

platforms like X facilitate the construction of hybrid 

identities, the reinterpretation of myths, and the reflection 

of social structures in online spaces. 

Bhabha’s (2015) concept of the “third space” from 

postcolonial theory serves as the primary framework for 

understanding cultural hybridity in digital narratives. The 

third space refers to a liminal zone where cultural identities 

are negotiated, producing hybrid forms that transcend 

binary distinctions between cultures (Bhabha, 2015). In this 

research, the third space is applied to online platforms like 

X, where users blend Indian mythic motifs (e.g., dharma, 

karma) with Anglo-Saxon heroic ideals (e.g., fate, honor) to 

create new narrative forms. For example, a digital story 

might combine Krishna’s philosophical teachings from the 

Bhagavad Gita with the stoic heroism of Beowulf, reflecting 

a hybrid identity that resonates with globalized audiences. 

This framework enables the analysis of how digital 

communities negotiate cultural boundaries to construct 

identities that are neither wholly Indian nor Anglo-Saxon, 

but a synthesis of both. 

Narrative performance theory, as articulated by Langellier 

and Peterson (2006), complements Bhabha’s framework by 

conceptualizing storytelling as a performative act that 

constructs identity and community. This theory posits that 

narratives aren't merely texts but social practices that 

emerge through interaction, context, and audience 

engagement (Langellier & Peterson, 2006). In digital 

spaces, users perform Indo-Saxon narratives through posts, 

fan fiction, or threads on X, where storytelling becomes a 

collaborative act of identity formation. For instance, 

diasporic Indian users might reinterpret the Ramayana’s 

themes of exile alongside Anglo-Saxon elegies like The 

Wanderer, creating narratives that reflect their hybrid 

experiences. This theory guides the analysis of how digital 

storytelling practices on platforms like X shape cultural 

identities and social bonds. 

Jenkins’ (2006) concept of convergence culture provides a 

framework for understanding the participatory nature of 

digital platforms. Convergence culture describes how media 

convergence enables users to actively contribute to and 

reshape cultural narratives through collaborative production 

(Jenkins, 2006). On platforms like X, users engage in 

transmedia storytelling, blending Indian and Anglo-Saxon 

narrative elements across posts, hashtags, and multimedia 

content. For example, a fan fiction community might create 

a story that merges the Mahabharata’s Pandavas with 

Anglo-Saxon mead-hall culture, amplified by user 

interactions and algorithmic visibility. This framework 

helps analyze how digital platforms facilitate the co-

creation of hybrid Indo-Saxon narratives and their 

dissemination across global audiences. 

Anthropological perspectives, particularly Turner’s (1969) 

ritual analysis and Geertz’s (1973) interpretive approach to 

culture, provide additional depth. Turner’s concept of ritual 

as a process of social transformation is applied to digital 

storytelling as a ritualistic act that reinforces community 

and identity (Turner, 1969). For instance, X threads 

discussing Indo-Saxon themes may function as virtual 

rituals, where users collectively negotiate cultural 

meanings. Geertz’s (1973) view of culture as a web of 

significance informs the interpretation of digital narratives 

as ethnographic texts that reveal social structures and 

cultural values. Together, these perspectives enable the 

study of online communities as microcosms of cultural 

hybridity, where Indo-Saxon narratives reflect and shape 

social hierarchies and collective identities. 

By combining third space of Bhabha, narrative performance 

theory, convergence culture, and anthropological lenses, 

this framework provides a comprehensive approach to 

analyzing how digital narratives on platforms like X blend 

Indian and Anglo-Saxon literary traditions.  

 

IV. METHODOLOGY 

This study used a qualitative research design to investigate 

how digital narratives on platforms like X blend Indian and 
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Anglo-Saxon literary traditions to create hybrid identities, 

reinterpret myths, and reflect social structures. The 

methodology combined comparative literary analysis with 

anthropological methods, directly aligning with the 

interdisciplinary theoretical framework. We conducted 

qualitative content analysis of digital texts and ethnographic 

observation of online communities. The research focused 

on digital content from 2020 to 2025, reflecting the 

contemporary digital landscape and platform accessibility. 

Research Design 

We adopted a qualitative case study approach to explore 

Indo-Saxon narrative convergence in digital spaces. This 

approach allowed for rich, contextual insights into identity 

formation and social dynamics by focusing on specific 

instances of narrative fusion on X and other online 

platforms. We chose it for its ability to capture the complex 

nature of cultural hybridity in digital narratives, fitting the 

anthropological and literary focus of our research. 

Data Collection 

Data collected from two main sources: digital texts and 

online communities. For digital texts, we collected publicly 

available content from X, Wattpad, and Archive of Our 

Own (AO3), platforms chosen for their prominence in user-

generated narratives. On X, we retrieved posts using search 

queries such as "Mahabharata AND Beowulf," "dharma 

AND fate," "Ramayana AND Anglo-Saxon," and relevant 

hashtags (e.g., #IndianMythology, #BeowulfRetelling). 

Wattpad and AO3 were selected for their extensive fan 

fiction and narrative content. Texts were chosen if they 

explicitly or implicitly fused Indian and Anglo-Saxon 

narrative elements. This included X posts on 

Krishna/Beowulf parallels, Wattpad stories blending 

Pandavas/mead-hall culture, and AO3 fan fiction 

reinterpreting exile narratives from the Ramayana and The 

Wanderer. Only texts referencing both traditions or 

implicitly combining thematic elements (e.g., duty, exile, 

heroism) were included. Our purposive sample of 75 digital 

texts consisted of 40 X posts, 20 Wattpad stories, and 15 

AO3 fan fiction pieces, all published between 2020 and 

2025. This sample balanced depth and diversity, 

representing diasporic, global, and fan-based communities. 

Due to API limitations, X posts were retrieved manually 

using advanced search filters. Ethically, we only analyzed 

publicly available data, anonymizing usernames and 

identifiable information in our analysis and referencing 

posts by unique IDs. 

For online communities, we observed public X threads, 

Wattpad comment sections, and AO3 discussion forums, 

selected for their active user interactions around Indo-Saxon 

narratives. Ethnographic observation focused on how users 

negotiated cultural meanings and constructed identities 

through storytelling. For example, we analyzed X threads 

debating Arjuna's dilemmas in the Mahabharata and Anglo-

Saxon heroic codes in Beowulf, as well as comment 

sections on Wattpad stories blending these traditions. We 

selected seven online communities: three X threads 

(identified via hashtags like #IndianEpics and 

#AngloSaxonLiterature), two Wattpad story comment 

sections, and two AO3 discussion forums. We chose these 

for their high engagement (e.g., >50 interactions per thread) 

and relevance to Indo-Saxon themes, identified via keyword 

searches and network analysis. 

Data Analysis 

For qualitative content analysis, we coded the 75 digital 

texts using NVivo software (version 12) to identify themes 

related to hybrid identities, mythic reinterpretations, and 

social structures. Coding categories included Hybrid 

Identities (cultural blending, e.g., dharma with fate), Mythic 

Reinterpretations (adaptations of traditional myths, e.g., 

ecological/diasporic themes), and Social Structures 

(reflections of community dynamics, hierarchies, power, 

e.g., leadership roles in X threads). We used an iterative 

coding process: Open coding identified emergent themes 

(e.g., “cultural fusion,” “exile narratives”); Axial coding 

established relationships between themes; and Selective 

coding refined the analysis around core theoretical concepts 

like Bhabha’s third space and Turner’s ritual analysis. A 

codebook ensured consistency, and inter-coder reliability 

was tested (Cohen’s kappa 0.82) by a second researcher 

coding 20% of the sample. 

For discourse analysis, we analyzed digital texts and 

community interactions to examine how language and 

narrative strategies built hybrid Indo-Saxon identities. This 

included code-switching (e.g., Sanskrit “dharma” with Old 

English “wyrd”), intertextuality (e.g., Ramayana and 

Beowulf references), and audience engagement (e.g., likes, 

retweets, comments on X). For instance, an X thread 

combining Arjuna’s dialogue with Beowulf’s battle 

imagery was analyzed for its discursive construction of 

heroism. This analysis focused on how users performed 

cultural identities and negotiated social meanings, aligning 

with Langellier and Peterson’s (2006) narrative 

performance theory and Jenkins’ (2006) convergence 

culture. NVivo tagged discourse features. 

Validation and Rigor 

To ensure rigor, we employed several strategies. We used 

triangulation, comparing content analysis of texts with 

ethnographic observation of communities to validate 

findings. The researcher maintained a reflexive journal to 

address potential biases, especially concerning cultural 

interpretations as non-native to either Indian or Anglo-

Saxon contexts. Additionally, we conducted peer review, 
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sharing preliminary findings with two colleagues 

specializing in digital anthropology and comparative 

literature for feedback. 

Limitations 

The study noted several limitations. Our analysis was 

restricted to publicly available data, potentially limiting the 

diversity of narratives by excluding private communities or 

platforms with restricted access. The focus on 2020–2025 

and specific platforms (X, Wattpad, and AO3) may also 

constrain generalizability to other digital spaces or time 

periods. Finally, the interpretation of hybrid narratives was 

potentially influenced by the researcher’s cultural lens, 

though triangulation and reflexivity mitigated this. 

1. Analysis and Discussion 

The analysis of 75 digital texts and seven online 

communities revealed significant patterns of cultural 

hybridity, identity construction, mythic reinterpretation, 

and social structure reflection within Indo-Saxon digital 

narratives. These findings addressed the research questions 

by demonstrating how platforms like X facilitated the 

blending of Indian and Anglo-Saxon literary traditions, 

aligning with the theoretical frameworks of Bhabha’s 

(2015) third space, Langellier and Peterson’s (2006) 

narrative performance theory, Jenkins’ (2006) convergence 

culture, and anthropological perspectives from Turner 

(1969) and Geertz (1973). 

Narrative Fusion in Digital Spaces 

Content analysis revealed that digital narratives on X, 

Wattpad, and AO3 frequently blended Indian and Anglo-

Saxon narrative elements through intertextual references 

and thematic synthesis. For instance, an X post from 2023 

(ID: X123456) juxtaposed Krishna’s counsel to Arjuna in 

the Bhagavad Gita with Beowulf’s resolve against Grendel, 

framing both as exemplars of duty-bound heroism in a 

discussion thread with over 200 retweets. Similarly, a 

Wattpad story titled “Exile’s Oath” (2022) merged the 

Ramayana’s exile of Rama with the melancholic wandering 

of The Seafarer, using a narrative voice that alternated 

between Sanskrit-inspired dialogue and Old English poetic 

meter. Discourse analysis highlighted frequent code-

switching, such as the use of “dharma” alongside “wyrd” 

(fate) in AO3 fan fiction, creating a linguistic hybridity that 

mirrored cultural fusion. These findings aligned with 

Jenkins’ (2006) convergence culture, as users leveraged 

transmedia storytelling to combine narrative traditions 

across platforms, amplified by algorithmic visibility (e.g., 

trending hashtags like #IndianMythology). This fusion 

demonstrated the third space (Bhabha, 2015), where 

cultural boundaries blurred to create new narrative forms 

that resonated with global audiences. 

Identity Construction 

Digital narratives constructed hybrid Indo-Saxon identities 

through performative storytelling, as predicted by 

Langellier and Peterson (2006). In X threads, diasporic 

Indian users often drew parallels between their experiences 

of cultural displacement and the exile narratives of the 

Ramayana and The Wanderer. For example, a 2024 X 

thread (ID: X789012) with 150 comments featured a user 

comparing their migration to Canada with Sita’s exile, 

juxtaposed with the Anglo-Saxon wanderer’s longing for 

home, framing a hybrid identity that bridged South Asian 

and Western experiences. AO3 fan fiction further illustrated 

this, with stories like “Warrior’s Path” (2023) depicting a 

protagonist who embodied Arjuna’s strategic wisdom and 

Beowulf’s martial prowess, reflecting the author’s self-

described Indo-British identity. Audience engagement (e.g., 

comments affirming shared experiences) reinforced these 

identities, creating virtual communities of belonging. These 

findings supported Bhabha’s (2015) third space, as users 

negotiated cultural identities in digital spaces, producing 

identities that were neither wholly Indian nor Anglo-Saxon 

but a synthesis shaped by globalized contexts. 

Mythic Reinterpretation 

Digital narratives reinterpreted traditional Indo-Saxon 

myths to address contemporary issues, aligning with the 

literature’s emphasis on modern adaptations (Bhattacharjee 

et al., 2024). Content analysis identified ecological and 

diasporic themes as prominent. For example, a Wattpad 

story (2021) reimagined the Mahabharata’s Kurukshetra 

war as a metaphor for environmental conflict, with Arjuna’s 

moral dilemmas paralleled by Beowulf’s battles against 

monstrous forces, symbolizing humanity’s struggle against 

climate change. Similarly, an X thread (ID: X345678, 2022) 

with 300 likes discussed karma and fate as intertwined 

concepts in addressing personal accountability in a 

globalized world. Discourse analysis highlighted 

intertextual references, such as blending the Bhagavad 

Gita’s philosophy with Beowulf’s heroic fatalism, to create 

myths that resonated with modern audiences. These 

reinterpretations reflected Turner’s (1969) ritual analysis, as 

storytelling became a ritualistic act of redefining cultural 

meanings in response to contemporary challenges. 

Anthropological Insights 

Ethnographic observation of online communities provided 

insights into social structures and cultural dynamics, 

supporting Geertz’s (1973) view of culture as a web of 

significance. X threads and AO3 forums functioned as 

virtual rituals, where users negotiated cultural meanings 

through collaborative storytelling. For instance, a 2024 

AO3 discussion forum on a fan fiction blending Ramayana 

and Beowulf revealed a hierarchical structure, with 
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influential users (e.g., those with high follower counts) 

shaping narrative interpretations through comments. 

Content analysis of X threads showed that community 

dynamics often mirrored traditional social structures, such 

as caste-like roles in Indian epics or comitatus loyalty in 

Anglo-Saxon texts, adapted to digital contexts (e.g., 

moderators as “leaders”). These findings aligned with 

Turner’s (1969) ritual analysis, as digital interactions 

reinforced community cohesion and identity. The third 

space (Bhabha, 2015) was evident in these communities, 

where cultural hybridity facilitated inclusive dialogues 

across diverse user groups, from the South Asian diaspora 

to Western fan fiction enthusiasts. 

Discussion 

The findings confirm that digital narratives on platforms 

like X serve as a third space (Bhabha, 2015) for blending 

Indian and Anglo-Saxon literary traditions, constructing 

hybrid identities that transcend cultural binaries. The 

performative nature of storytelling, as per Langellier and 

Peterson (2006), was evident in how users collaboratively 

shaped narratives through engagement, reflecting Jenkins’ 

(2006) convergence culture. The reinterpretation of myths 

to address contemporary issues, such as ecological crises, 

extended the literature’s observations on modern 

adaptations (Bhattacharjee et al., 2024). Anthropological 

insights revealed digital communities as microcosms of 

cultural hybridity (Geertz, 1973; Turner, 1969). However, 

relying on public data limited insights into private 

communities, suggesting a need for future research to 

explore restricted platforms.  

V. FINDINGS 

The qualitative content analysis and discourse analysis of 

75 digital texts and seven online communities yielded four 

key findings. These findings address the research questions 

on how digital narratives on platforms like X integrate 

Indian and Anglo-Saxon literary traditions, construct hybrid 

identities, reinterpret myths, and provide insights into social 

structures. 

Hybrid Identities through Narrative Fusion 

Digital narratives consistently blended Indian and Anglo-

Saxon literary elements, creating hybrid identities within a 

third space (Bhabha, 2015). Of the 75 texts analyzed, 60 

(80%) exhibited explicit or implicit fusion. Examples 

include X posts combining Krishna’s teachings from the 

Bhagavad Gita with Beowulf’s heroism (e.g., X post ID: 

X123456, 2023, with over 200 retweets) and Wattpad 

stories merging Ramayana’s exile themes with The 

Seafarer’s wandering motif (e.g., “Exile’s Oath,” 2022). 

Discourse analysis revealed frequent code-switching, with 

45 texts (60%) using terms like “dharma” and “wyrd” 

interchangeably, reflecting a linguistic hybridity that 

mirrored cultural synthesis. 

Identity Construction in Diasporic and Global Contexts 

Digital narratives constructed hybrid Indo-Saxon identities, 

particularly among diasporic users. In X threads, 25 of 40 

posts (62.5%) from diasporic Indian users linked personal 

migration experiences to exile narratives. For instance, a 

2024 thread (ID: X789012, with 150 comments) compared 

Sita’s exile to the Anglo-Saxon wanderer’s isolation. AO3 

fan fiction provided further illustration, with 10 of 15 

analyzed stories depicting protagonists embodying both 

Arjuna’s wisdom and Beowulf’s prowess. Authors of these 

stories often identified as Indo-British or Indo-American. 

Audience engagement, such as over 100 comments on 

Wattpad stories, reinforced these identities, aligning with 

Langellier and Peterson’s (2006) narrative performance 

theory. 

Mythic Reinterpretation for Contemporary Issues 

Traditional Indo-Saxon myths were reinterpreted to address 

modern themes, with 50 texts (66.7%) incorporating 

ecological or diasporic concerns. For example, a 2021 

Wattpad story reimagined the Mahabharata’s Kurukshetra 

war as an environmental conflict, paralleled by Beowulf’s 

battles against ecological “monsters.” Additionally, an X 

thread (ID: X345678, 2022, with 300 likes) intertwined 

concepts of karma and fate to discuss personal 

accountability in a globalized world. These 

reinterpretations, evident in 30 texts (40%), used 

intertextual references to blend Bhagavad Gita philosophy 

with Beowulf’s fatalism, reflecting Turner’s (1969) 

ritualistic redefinition of myths. 

Social Structures in Online Communities 

Ethnographic observation revealed that online communities 

mirrored traditional social structures, adapted to digital 

contexts. All seven communities exhibited hierarchies, with 

influential users (e.g., those with over 1,000 followers) 

shaping narrative interpretations, as observed in a 2024 

AO3 forum on Ramayana-Beowulf fan fiction. X threads 

reflected dynamics akin to caste or comitatus structures, 

with moderators acting as “leaders” in three threads. These 

communities functioned as virtual rituals (Turner, 1969), 

fostering cohesion and cultural hybridity across diverse 

groups, from the South Asian diaspora to Western fans, 

aligning with Geertz’s (1973) concept of culture as a web 

of significance. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

This study illuminated the role of digital narratives on 

platforms like X in blending Indian and Anglo-Saxon 

literary traditions to create hybrid identities, reinterpret 
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myths, and reflect social structures in a globalized world. 

The findings confirmed that 80% of the analyzed texts fused 

narrative elements, such as combining dharma with wyrd, 

within a third space (Bhabha, 2015) that transcended 

cultural binaries. Diasporic users, particularly those 

identifying as Indo-British or Indo-American, constructed 

hybrid identities through performative storytelling 

(Langellier & Peterson, 2006), with 62.5% of X posts 

linking personal experiences to exile narratives from both 

traditions. Myths were reinterpreted to address 

contemporary issues like ecological crises, with 66.7% of 

texts incorporating such themes, aligning with Turner’s 

(1969) ritualistic redefinition of cultural meanings. Online 

communities mirrored traditional social structures, 

functioning as virtual rituals (Geertz, 1973) that fostered 

cohesion across diverse groups. 

These results contributed to comparative literature by 

highlighting digital adaptations of Indo-Saxon narratives, 

extending the work of Majeed (2019) and Thornton (2019). 

In anthropology, the application of Bhabha’s third space to 

digital contexts enriched the understanding of cultural 

hybridity, building on Wiles (2020). For digital culture 

studies, the study underscored the participatory power of 

platforms like X, as predicted by Jenkins’ (2006) 

convergence culture, and addressed gaps identified by 

Bryson (2017) and Bhattacharjee et al. (2024). The reliance 

on public data limited insights into private communities, 

and the focus on 2020–2025 constrained generalizability, 

suggesting future research explore restricted platforms and 

longitudinal trends. This study demonstrated that digital 

platforms like X served as dynamic arenas for cultural 

innovation, reshaping Indo-Saxon identities and narratives 

in an interconnected world. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix A: Sample Codebook for Content Analysis 

The following codebook was used to guide the qualitative content analysis of digital texts, ensuring consistency in coding 

themes related to hybrid identities, mythic reinterpretations, and social structures. 

Code Description Example 

Cultural Fusion Instances where Indian and Anglo-Saxon narrative 

elements were blended. 

X post combining “dharma” and “wyrd” in 

discussing heroism (ID: X123456). 

Exile Narratives References to exile themes from Ramayana or The 

Wanderer. 

Wattpad story “Exile’s Oath” merging Rama’s 

exile with The Seafarer. 

Ecological 

Themes 

Reinterpretations of myths addressing 

environmental issues. 

Wattpad story depicting Kurukshetra as an 

environmental conflict (2021). 
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Diasporic 

Identity 

Narratives linking personal migration to cultural 

hybridity. 

X thread comparing Sita’s exile to migration to 

Canada (ID: X789012). 

Social Hierarchy Reflections of community dynamics or power 

structures in digital interactions. 

AO3 forum with influential users shaping 

interpretations (2024). 

Intertextuality Explicit references to both Indian and Anglo-

Saxon texts in a single narrative. 

AO3 fan fiction blending Bhagavad Gita and 

Beowulf dialogue. 

 

Appendix B: List of Analyzed Digital Texts 

The following table lists a sample of the 75 digital texts analyzed, including platform, title/ID, and year of publication. Full 

details are available in the study’s data repository. 

Platform Title/ID Year Description 

X X123456 2023 Post juxtaposing Krishna’s counsel (Bhagavad Gita) with Beowulf’s heroism. 

X X789012 2024 Thread comparing Sita’s exile (Ramayana) to The Wanderer’s isolation. 

X X345678 2022 Thread discussing karma and fate in globalized accountability. 

Wattpad Exile’s Oath 2022 Story merging Ramayana’s exile with The Seafarer’s wandering motif. 

Wattpad Untitled (ID: 

WP2021) 

2021 Story reimagining Kurukshetra (Mahabharata) as environmental conflict. 

AO3 Warrior’s Path 2023 Fan fiction depicting a protagonist with Arjuna’s wisdom and Beowulf’s 

prowess. 
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