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Abstract— Toni Morrison’s Beloved delves into the theme of motherhood as a form of resistance against the 

horrors of slavery and the enduring psychological scars it leaves on Black families. Through the character 

of Sethe, Morrison explores how maternal love becomes an act of defiance, as Sethe sacrifices her daughter 

to protect her from the horrors of re-enslavement. The novel also examines the complex legacy of trauma 

that slavery inflicts on mothers and their children, revealing how the past continually shapes their identities 

and relationships. By confronting the haunting presence of Beloved, Sethe and her community struggle to 

reclaim their sense of self and humanity in the aftermath of dehumanization. Morrison presents motherhood 

as both an act of resistance against oppression and a means of asserting agency, identity, and communal 

strength in the face of immense suffering. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Contextual Background 

Toni Morrison’s “Beloved” is a seminal work in American 

literature that delves into the haunting legacy of slavery. 

Published in 1987, the novel is set after the Civil War and 

centers around Sethe, an African American woman who has 

escaped from slavery but remains shackled by her past. 

Morrison’s narrative is rich with themes of trauma, memory, 

and identity, all woven together through a story that is both 

intensely personal and universally resonant [1]. At the heart 

of “Beloved” lies the exploration of motherhood—a theme 

that Morrison presents not merely as a biological or social 

role but as a complex, multifaceted force that defies the 

dehumanizing effects of slavery. 

The historical backdrop of “Beloved” is crucial to 

understanding its thematic depth. During the era of 

American slavery, African American women endured 

unimaginable hardships. They were subjected to brutal 

physical labor, sexual exploitation, and systemic efforts to 

strip them of their humanity. For enslaved women, 

motherhood was particularly fraught. They were denied the 

basic rights of maternity, as their children were often torn 

from them and sold into slavery. The maternal bond, which 

in many cultures is considered sacred and inviolable, was 

ruthlessly severed by the institution of slavery [2]. In this 

context, motherhood for African American women became 

an act of profound defiance. It was a way to assert their 

humanity, protect their children, and resist the system that 

sought to erase their identities and break their spirits. 

Morrison’s “Beloved” encapsulates this struggle by 

portraying motherhood as a form of resistance [3]. The 

novel is based on the true story of Margaret Garner, an 

enslaved woman who, in 1856, escaped to Ohio with her 

children. When recaptured, Garner chose to kill her 

daughter rather than allow her to be returned to slavery. This 

harrowing act forms the core of Morrison’s narrative, as she 

examines the lengths to which a mother might go to protect 

her children from the horrors of slavery [4]. Through 

Sethe’s character, Morrison explores the psychological, 
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emotional, and moral dimensions of motherhood under the 

extreme conditions of enslavement. 

1.2 Thesis Statement 

In “Beloved”, Morrison portrays motherhood as an act of 

resistance against the dehumanizing forces of slavery. 

Sethe’s experiences as a mother are central to the novel’s 

exploration of the impact of slavery on African American 

identity and community. Morrison challenges conventional 

notions of motherhood by presenting it as both a source of 

empowerment and a site of intense conflict. For Sethe, 

motherhood is not only about nurturing her children but also 

about reclaiming her agency in a world that denies her 

autonomy [5]. Her decision to kill her daughter, Beloved, 

rather than see her return to slavery is a radical assertion of 

this agency. It is an act that forces readers to confront the 

brutal realities of slavery and the impossible choices it 

imposed on those who lived through it. 

Morrison’s portrayal of motherhood as resistance is deeply 

intertwined with the novel’s broader themes of memory and 

trauma. The haunting presence of Beloved, who returns as 

a ghost, serves as a constant reminder of Sethe’s past and 

the unresolved guilt she carries. Through this spectral 

figure, Morrison illustrates how the legacies of slavery 

continue to haunt African American women, shaping their 

identities and relationships long after the formal end of 

slavery [6]. Sethe’s struggle to reconcile her love for her 

children with the violence she has inflicted upon them 

reflects the profound moral and psychological dilemmas 

faced by enslaved mothers. 

Moreover, Morrison’s depiction of motherhood extends 

beyond the individual to encompass the collective 

experience of the African American community [7]. Sethe’s 

actions are not isolated; they are part of a broader narrative 

of communal resistance against the oppression of slavery. 

The community’s eventual intervention to exorcise Beloved 

and reclaim Sethe highlights the importance of solidarity 

and collective healing in overcoming the traumas of the 

past. In this way, Morrison suggests that motherhood, while 

deeply personal, is also a shared experience that can unite 

and strengthen a community in the face of oppression. 

 “Beloved” challenges readers to rethink the meaning of 

motherhood within the context of slavery. By portraying 

motherhood as an act of resistance, Morrison sheds light on 

the resilience and strength of African American women who 

fought to protect their children and their humanity against 

overwhelming odds. The novel’s exploration of this theme 

is both a tribute to the women who endured slavery and a 

powerful commentary on the enduring impact of its legacy 

on African American identity and culture. Through Sethe’s 

story, Morrison not only honors the sacrifices of enslaved 

mothers but also affirms the transformative power of 

maternal love as a force of resistance and survival. 

 

II. THE CONCEPT OF MOTHERHOOD IN 

“BELOVED” 

2.1 Motherhood as a Defining Identity 

In “Beloved”, Toni Morrison presents motherhood as a 

defining aspect of Sethe’s identity, shaping her actions, 

decisions, and sense of self. From the outset, it is clear that 

Sethe’s existence revolves around her children, and her role 

as a mother is central to her understanding of who she is. 

The horrors of her past as an enslaved woman have left deep 

scars, but her identity as a mother remains unshaken, even 

as it leads her down paths of both love and destruction.  

The centrality of motherhood in Sethe’s life is evident in her 

unwavering determination to protect her children from the 

cruelties of slavery. Her fierce love drives her to commit an 

unthinkable act—killing her daughter, Beloved, to save her 

from being returned to slavery. This act, which lies at the 

heart of the novel, is both an expression of Sethe’s maternal 

love and a manifestation of the trauma she has endured. For 

Sethe, motherhood is not merely about nurturing her 

children but about reclaiming her agency and asserting 

control over their fates in a world that seeks to strip her of 

both.  

The bond between Sethe and her children is a source of 

immense strength, but it is also fraught with conflict. Her 

relationship with her children is defined by the constant 

tension between love and fear, protection and harm. On one 

hand, Sethe’s love for her children gives her the strength to 

endure the brutalities of slavery and the hardships of her 

post-escape life. On the other hand, this same love compels 

her to make the devastating decision to kill Beloved, a 

decision that haunts her throughout the novel. This duality 

reflects the complex nature of motherhood in the context of 

slavery, where the desire to protect one’s children can lead 

to acts of both nurture and destruction. 

2.2 Historical Context of Enslaved Motherhood 

To fully understand the concept of motherhood in 

“Beloved”, it is essential to consider the historical context 

of enslaved motherhood in America. Enslaved women faced 

unique challenges that fundamentally shaped their 

experiences as mothers. The institution of slavery sought to 

deny them the most basic rights of maternity, treating their 

children as property to be bought, sold, and exploited. For 

these women, motherhood was a battleground, where they 

fought not only for their children’s survival but also for their 

own humanity. 

The struggle of enslaved women to maintain their roles as 

mothers is a central theme in “Beloved”. Morrison vividly 

https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijels.95.30


Rout et al.                                                                                          The Power of Motherhood: Resistance and Survival in “Beloved” 

IJELS-2024, 9(5), (ISSN: 2456-7620) (Int. J of Eng. Lit. and Soc. Sci.) 

https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijels.95.30                                                                                                                                                 232 

portrays the immense pressures and dangers that enslaved 

mothers faced, from the threat of physical violence to the 

constant fear of being separated from their children [8]. The 

novel highlights how slavery systematically dismantled the 

family structure, severing the bonds between mothers and 

their children. The forced separation of families was a 

common and devastating practice, one that left deep 

emotional scars on those who experienced it. For enslaved 

women, the loss of a child was not just a personal tragedy 

but also a cruel reminder of their powerlessness within the 

system of slavery. 

In “Beloved”, Sethe’s desperation to prevent her children 

from being taken back into slavery is a direct response to 

the historical reality of enslaved motherhood. Her act of 

infanticide, while shocking, can be understood as a radical 

attempt to assert her maternal rights in a world that denies 

them. Sethe’s choice to kill Beloved rather than allow her to 

be enslaved is a refusal to let the system of slavery dictate 

her children’s lives. It is an act of defiance against the forced 

separation of families, a way for Sethe to reclaim her role 

as a mother, even at the cost of her child’s life. 

The denial of maternal rights under slavery is further 

explored through the character of Baby Suggs, Sethe’s 

mother-in-law, who embodies the collective trauma of 

enslaved women. Baby Suggs, who lost all her children to 

the slave trade, represents the deep pain and loss that 

enslaved mothers endured. Her experience highlights the 

broader historical context in which Sethe’s story is 

situated—one where motherhood was constantly under 

threat and where the act of mothering became an act of 

resistance. 

The concept of motherhood in “Beloved” is inseparable 

from the historical realities of slavery. Morrison portrays 

motherhood as both a defining identity for Sethe and a site 

of intense struggle. Through Sethe’s story, Morrison 

illuminates the ways in which enslaved women fought to 

protect their children and assert their maternal rights, even 

in the face of overwhelming oppression [9]. Motherhood in 

“Beloved” is thus a powerful symbol of resistance, 

resilience, and the enduring impact of slavery on African 

American women. 

 

III. SETHE’S ACT OF RESISTANCE 

3.1 The Infanticide as Resistance 

Sethe’s decision to kill her daughter, Beloved, is one of the 

most harrowing and controversial moments in Toni 

Morrison’s “Beloved”. This act, which lies at the novel’s 

core, serves as a powerful expression of Sethe’s resistance 

to the dehumanizing forces of slavery. Faced with the 

imminent threat of her children being recaptured and 

returned to slavery, Sethe chooses to end her daughter’s life 

rather than allow her to endure the horrors that she herself 

has experienced. Through this decision, Morrison presents 

infanticide as an extreme yet profound act of resistance—a 

refusal to let the institution of slavery dictate the fate of her 

children [10]. 

Sethe’s act of killing her child can be seen as a response to 

the unimaginable brutality of slavery, which stripped 

enslaved people of their autonomy and reduced them to 

mere property. For Sethe, the thought of her children being 

subjected to the same inhumane treatment is unbearable. 

Her decision to commit infanticide is driven by a desire to 

protect her children from a life of suffering and degradation. 

In her mind, death is preferable to the living death of 

enslavement, and in killing Beloved, Sethe believes she is 

saving her from a fate worse than death. 

The psychological and emotional dimensions of Sethe’s act 

are complex and deeply rooted in her traumatic past. Sethe’s 

identity is defined by her role as a mother, and her love for 

her children is all-consuming. This love, however, is 

intertwined with the trauma of her own experiences as an 

enslaved woman—experiences that have left her scarred 

and desperate to protect her children at any cost. Sethe’s 

decision to kill Beloved is not made lightly; it is a product 

of her deep-seated fear, pain, and love. The act is both a 

testament to her maternal devotion and a manifestation of 

the psychological toll that slavery has taken on her. 

The moral ambiguity of Sethe’s act is a key aspect of its 

complexity. Morrison does not present Sethe’s decision as 

simply right or wrong, but rather as a deeply tragic choice 

born out of desperation. Sethe’s infanticide is an act of 

resistance, but it is also one of profound sorrow and loss. By 

killing Beloved, Sethe seeks to assert her agency in a world 

that has continually denied it to her. However, this assertion 

comes at a great cost, both to Sethe and to those around her. 

The novel does not offer easy answers or judgments; 

instead, it forces readers to grapple with the moral 

complexities of Sethe’s actions and the harsh realities that 

led her to them. 

3.2 Motherhood Beyond Physical Survival 

Sethe’s act of infanticide goes beyond the immediate goal 

of physical survival for her children. It represents a broader 

struggle to protect their humanity and dignity in the face of 

a system designed to strip them of both. For Sethe, 

motherhood is not just about keeping her children alive—it 

is about safeguarding their souls, identities and freedom. In 

the context of slavery, where children were often taken from 

their mothers and subjected to unimaginable cruelties, 

Sethe’s act is a radical assertion of her right to determine her 

children’s fate. By killing Beloved, Sethe reclaims agency 
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over her children’s lives in a way that slavery sought to deny 

her. 

The act of infanticide, while horrifying, can be seen as 

Sethe’s ultimate attempt to protect her children from the 

psychological and emotional destruction that slavery would 

inflict upon them. Sethe knows the horrors of slavery 

firsthand, having endured the physical violence, sexual 

exploitation, and dehumanization that came with it. She also 

knows that slavery would rob her children of their identities, 

turning them into mere property devoid of agency or self-

worth. In killing Beloved, Sethe believes she is saving her 

daughter from this fate and, in doing so, is exercising a form 

of resistance that goes beyond mere survival. 

Sethe’s act is also an effort to reclaim control over her life 

and the lives of her children. Throughout her time in slavery, 

Sethe was denied autonomy and the ability to make 

decisions about her own body and future. Her children were 

seen as commodities to be owned, traded, or discarded at 

the whim of their enslavers. By taking Beloved’s life, Sethe 

asserts her right to determine what happens to her children, 

even if that means ending their lives to spare them greater 

suffering. It is a tragic but powerful declaration of her 

agency, a refusal to let slavery continue to dictate the terms 

of her existence. 

Sethe’s act of infanticide in “Beloved” is a complex and 

morally ambiguous form of resistance. It is driven by a 

mother’s love, a deep fear of the horrors of slavery, and a 

desire to protect her children from a life of suffering. While 

the act is tragic, it also represents Sethe’s reclaiming of 

agency and control over her children’s fate in a world that 

seeks to deny her both. Through this act, Morrison 

challenges readers to confront the brutal realities of slavery 

and the extreme measures that enslaved mothers like Sethe 

were forced to take in their struggle to protect their children 

and their humanity [11]. 

 

IV. THE GHOST OF BELOVED: MEMORY 

AND GUILT 

4.1 Beloved as a Symbol of Unresolved Trauma 

In Toni Morrison’s “Beloved”, the character of Beloved is 

much more than a mere ghost; she is a living embodiment 

of Sethe’s unresolved trauma and guilt. The novel’s 

narrative blurs the line between the supernatural and 

psychological, presenting Beloved’s return as both a literal 

haunting and a symbolic manifestation of Sethe’s inner 

turmoil. For Sethe, the ghost of Beloved is a constant 

reminder of the most painful and horrific act of her life: the 

killing of her own child. This act, which was meant to be an 

expression of love and protection, haunts Sethe in the form 

of Beloved, who returns not just as a ghost, but as a physical 

presence demanding acknowledgment and reconciliation. 

Beloved’s manifestation reflects the deep-seated guilt and 

trauma that Sethe has carried with her since the day she 

killed her daughter. Morrison uses Beloved to explore the 

psychological consequences of Sethe’s act of resistance, 

showing how her attempt to protect her children from the 

horrors of slavery has left her scarred and burdened by an 

overwhelming sense of guilt. Beloved’s return forces Sethe 

to confront the emotional and moral weight of her decision, 

as the ghost represents not only the child she lost but also 

the part of herself that was irreparably damaged by the 

trauma of slavery. 

The haunting of Beloved is a direct consequence of Sethe’s 

resistance against the oppressive forces of slavery through 

infanticide. While the act itself was a defiant rejection of the 

dehumanization that slavery imposed, it also created a 

fracture in Sethe’s psyche, one that Beloved’s ghost 

embodies. The presence of Beloved in the novel 

underscores the idea that the past cannot be easily buried or 

forgotten, especially when it involves acts of extreme 

violence, even if committed out of love. Beloved’s ghost 

serves as a physical and psychological reminder of the 

unresolved pain and suffering that continue to plague Sethe, 

showing how the consequences of resisting oppression can 

linger long after the act itself. 

4.2 Motherhood and the Burden of the Past 

Sethe’s past actions, particularly the killing of Beloved, 

continue to shape her identity as a mother throughout the 

novel. Although she acted out of a desperate desire to 

protect her children, the trauma of her past decision haunts 

every aspect of her life, influencing how she perceives 

herself and her relationship with her surviving children. 

Sethe’s identity as a mother is thus inextricably linked to her 

guilt over Beloved’s death, creating a cycle of memory and 

remorse that she cannot escape. Her attempts to move 

forward are constantly thwarted by the haunting presence of 

Beloved, who demands recognition of the past and forces 

Sethe to confront the consequences of her actions. 

The interplay between memory, guilt, and motherhood is 

central to the novel’s exploration of Sethe’s character. 

Morrison illustrates how Sethe’s memories of her traumatic 

past, particularly her decision to kill Beloved, shape her 

understanding of motherhood. For Sethe, being a mother is 

not just about love and protection, but also about dealing 

with the heavy burden of guilt and responsibility that comes 

from making impossible choices under unimaginable 

circumstances. Her memories are laced with both the joy of 

maternal love and the pain of loss and regret, creating a 

complex emotional landscape that defines her existence. 
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Sethe’s guilt is not only tied to the act of killing Beloved but 

also to her perception of herself as a failed mother. She is 

haunted by the fear that her decision to end Beloved’s life, 

though made out of love, was ultimately a betrayal of her 

maternal role. This fear is exacerbated by Beloved’s ghost, 

who seems to accuse Sethe of abandonment and demand 

retribution for the life that was taken from her. As a result, 

Sethe’s sense of self is fractured, torn between her desire to 

be a good mother and the inescapable reality of what she 

has done. The ghost of Beloved becomes a manifestation of 

Sethe’s internal conflict, embodying the tension between 

her past and her present, her love and her guilt. 

Moreover, the burden of the past extends beyond Sethe to 

affect her relationships with her surviving children and the 

wider community. The ghost of Beloved disrupts the fragile 

sense of stability that Sethe has tried to build, pulling her 

deeper into a world of memory and regret. This disruption 

highlights the novel’s broader theme of how the legacies of 

slavery continue to shape the lives of those who lived 

through it. Sethe’s inability to reconcile with her past 

underscores the enduring impact of trauma on her identity 

as a mother, illustrating how the scars of slavery are passed 

down through generations. 

The ghost of Beloved in Toni Morrison’s “Beloved” serves 

as a powerful symbol of unresolved trauma, guilt, and the 

complex nature of motherhood under the shadow of slavery. 

Through Beloved, Morrison explores how Sethe’s act of 

resistance, though rooted in love, creates a lasting legacy of 

pain and conflict that haunts her and her family. The novel’s 

portrayal of memory, guilt, and motherhood reveals the 

profound emotional and psychological burdens carried by 

African American women, showing how the past continues 

to shape their identities and their lives long after the 

physical chains of slavery have been broken. 

 

V. THE COMMUNITY AND COLLECTIVE 

RESISTANCE 

5.1 Role of the Community in Sethe’s Motherhood 

In “Beloved”, the role of the community is crucial to 

understanding the dynamics of Sethe’s motherhood and the 

broader theme of resistance. The African American 

community around Sethe initially plays a complex role, 

marked by both judgment and support. Early in the novel, 

the community’s judgment of Sethe stems from their 

perception of her pride and her refusal to conform to 

communal norms. This judgment contributes to their 

decision not to warn Sethe about the approaching slave 

catchers, a decision that indirectly leads to Sethe’s tragic act 

of infanticide. The community’s silence and subsequent 

ostracization of Sethe underscore the isolation that she feels, 

deepening her trauma and reinforcing her sense of being 

alone in her struggle to protect her children. 

However, the community’s role evolves over the course of 

the novel, particularly as they come to understand the full 

extent of Sethe’s suffering and the reasons behind her 

actions. As Sethe becomes increasingly consumed by the 

ghost of Beloved, it is the women of the community who 

come together to exorcise the spirit and help Sethe reclaim 

her life. This collective intervention represents a shift from 

judgment to support, highlighting the importance of 

communal solidarity in the face of trauma and oppression. 

The community’s eventual support of Sethe reflects a 

recognition of the shared pain and experiences that bind 

them together, as well as a collective commitment to 

helping one of their own heal. 

The concept of communal motherhood and shared 

responsibility is central to this collective resistance. In the 

context of slavery and its aftermath, where traditional 

family structures were often disrupted, the African 

American community had to rely on collective forms of care 

and support. The women who gather to help Sethe do so not 

just out of concern for her as an individual, but as part of a 

broader understanding of their shared responsibility toward 

one another. This communal approach to motherhood is an 

essential aspect of the novel’s portrayal of resistance, as it 

emphasizes the strength that comes from solidarity and 

mutual care. Through their collective action, the women of 

the community help Sethe confront her past and begin the 

process of healing, demonstrating the power of communal 

resistance in the face of individual trauma. 

5.2 Redefining Motherhood in the Context of Freedom 

Beloved’s departure marks a significant shift in Sethe’s 

understanding of motherhood and her place within the 

community. After Beloved is exorcised, Sethe is left to 

grapple with the absence of the daughter she once sacrificed 

everything for, as well as the guilt and pain that have 

haunted her for so long. However, this moment also 

represents an opportunity for Sethe to redefine her role as a 

mother in the context of freedom. No longer bound by the 

immediate fear of her children being taken from her, Sethe 

can begin to imagine a form of motherhood that is not solely 

defined by resistance and survival, but by nurturing and 

growth. 

The community plays a crucial role in this redefinition of 

motherhood. By intervening to help Sethe free herself from 

Beloved’s grip, the community offers Sethe a chance to 

reconnect with others and rebuild her life. The process of 

healing and reconciliation that follows is not just about 

Sethe’s personal recovery, but also about her reintegration 

into the community. This reintegration allows Sethe to share 

the burden of her past and begin to heal through the support 
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and understanding of others. The community’s role in this 

process underscores the idea that motherhood, in the context 

of freedom, is not an isolated experience but one that is 

supported and enriched by collective bonds. 

Through this communal intervention, Sethe’s understanding 

of motherhood evolves from one marked by fear and 

desperation to one that embraces the possibility of healing 

and renewal. The women who help Sethe remind her that 

she is not alone in her struggles, and that the community is 

there to support her, even in the face of her darkest actions. 

This support enables Sethe to move beyond the trauma of 

her past and envision a future in which she can care for her 

children—and herself—without the shadow of slavery 

hanging over her. The novel’s conclusion suggests that 

while the scars of slavery may never fully disappear, the 

process of healing and reconciliation is possible through 

collective action and communal love. 

In this way, “Beloved” redefines motherhood in the context 

of freedom, moving beyond the survival-driven instincts 

that characterized Sethe’s earlier experiences. The 

community’s intervention helps Sethe transition from a 

mother who acted alone out of fear and pain to one who is 

supported by a network of care and solidarity. This 

collective approach to motherhood serves as a powerful 

form of resistance, not only against the lingering effects of 

slavery but also against the isolation and despair that trauma 

can create. Through the community’s support, Sethe begins 

to heal, reclaim her identity, and redefine what it means to 

be a mother in a world no longer dominated by the horrors 

of slavery. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Toni Morrison’s “Beloved” powerfully illustrates how 

motherhood serves as a form of resistance against the 

dehumanizing forces of slavery. Through the character of 

Sethe, Morrison explores the complex and often painful 

dimensions of maternal love under the brutal conditions of 

enslavement. Sethe’s decision to kill her daughter, Beloved, 

though extreme, represents a desperate act of resistance—a 

refusal to allow her children to be subjected to the same 

horrors she endured. This act, while rooted in love, carries 

profound psychological consequences, manifesting in the 

haunting presence of Beloved. The novel also highlights the 

critical role of the African American community in 

supporting and redefining motherhood, moving from 

judgment to solidarity, and aiding Sethe in her journey 

toward healing and reconciliation. By examining Sethe’s 

story, Morrison underscores the resilience of African 

American women who, even in the face of unimaginable 

suffering, assert their agency and fight to protect their 

children’s humanity. 

Morrison’s exploration of motherhood as resistance in 

“Beloved” offers a powerful commentary on the enduring 

impact of slavery on African American motherhood. The 

trauma of slavery did not end with emancipation; its effects 

lingered in the memories, identities, and relationships of 

those who survived. For African American women, the 

struggle to protect and nurture their children often required 

extraordinary acts of courage and sacrifice. In “Beloved”, 

Morrison captures the complexity of this struggle, revealing 

how the legacy of slavery continues to shape the 

experiences of African American mothers and their 

communities. 

The novel’s portrayal of motherhood as a site of resistance 

also has significant relevance to contemporary discussions 

of racial and gender oppression. The challenges faced by 

Sethe and other enslaved mothers—such as the threat of 

family separation, the denial of autonomy, and the need to 

protect one’s children from violence—resonate with 

ongoing issues in the present day. The systemic racism and 

sexism that continue to affect African American 

communities are rooted in the same structures of power that 

enforced slavery, and the fight for the dignity, safety, and 

freedom of Black mothers and their children remains an 

urgent concern. Morrison’s work invites readers to reflect 

on the ways in which motherhood, both historically and in 

contemporary contexts, can be a powerful form of 

resistance against these intersecting oppressions. 

Ultimately, “Beloved” serves as a testament to the strength 

and resilience of African American women and the enduring 

power of motherhood as a force of resistance. Through 

Sethe’s story, Morrison not only honors the sacrifices made 

by enslaved women but also challenges us to consider the 

ongoing struggles for justice and equality that continue to 

shape the lives of Black mothers today. In doing so, she 

reminds us that the fight against dehumanization is not 

confined to the past but is a continuous effort, one that 

demands collective action, solidarity, and an unwavering 

commitment to protecting the dignity and humanity of all. 
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