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Abstract— Riddles have been an integral part of human culture because of their role in entertaining people E‘*" el & E
and conserving cultural heritage. For the Soura tribe of India, riddles remain the most cardinal method of 1;:'" Ve "Eﬁ:w

protecting their culture, language, and social values. This paper aims to dig deep into how the Soura people % 3 3 5
of Odisha and Andhra Pradesh transfer their cultural identity from generation to generation with the help lf .ﬁ‘

of riddles. These riddles, full of allusions to nature, social mores, and biological science, reflect in themselves Eqi' _,;{t
insights about the deep sense of connection of the tribe with the environment. They function as an effective -

vehicle for teaching younger members about their ancestral language, the rhythms of nature, and the core
values of the tribe: respect for elders, community. Through riddles, the Soura also preserve their
Austroasiatic language full of idiomatic expressions and poetic forms that capture their worldview. And
despite the pressures of modernity, the Soura continue to pass down these oral traditions in communal
settings and thus foster social bonds and cultural continuity. The paper explains how riddles can support the
continuity of the continuation of the tribe's connection to their land, the education of essential survival skills,
and encouragement of moral and ethical codes. Thus, by introducing old traditions in the internet world, the
Soura make their cultural heritage continue, which will be a strong bonding of their identity in the future.
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I INTRODUCTION

Riddles, in various forms, have played a role in societies
worldwide, serving as a form of entertainment and as an
essential method for safeguarding traditions. Within native
groups, riddles hold greater significance than just being fun;
they serve as effective means for sharing language, beliefs,
past events, and core heritage. “The riddle is presented in
the form of a kind of dialogue, the participants of which
need to find a hidden answer to the question asked”
(Mantsaeva, Usmanov, & Magomadova, 2023). Illustrate
how puzzles are utilized to safeguard and uphold cultural
legacy. Recognized for their abundant cultural practices,
lively ceremonies, and a profound connection with the
environment, it is unsurprising that the Soura people have
devised a distinct puzzle structure that tests the mind and
imparts generations of knowledge. Frequently, these
enigmas contain allusions to the natural world, everyday

activities, and societal conventions, serving as a perfect
method for younger individuals to grasp the tribe's past,
language, and principles. Let us commence with an
operational explanation that states: “A riddle is a traditional,
fix-phrased verbal expression consisting of two parts, an
image and an answer, and a seeming contradiction”. For
example, “A house full, a yard full, couldn’t catch a bowl
full. —Smoke” (Taylor, 1943). The Soura people have
upheld their ancestral tradition of transmitting riddles
through communal gatherings, safeguarding the wisdom
embedded in their seasonal cycles. In the face of
modernization and external influences, they continue to
preserve this oral legacy. Efforts are being made within the
community to digitize and protect these riddles, ensuring
that future generations stay rooted in their cultural heritage.
Despite the temptations of modern technology and city
living, the younger Soura remain connected to their tribe's
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legacy thanks to these ongoing preservation efforts. “The
tribal people have been facing problems from both inclusion
in to and exclusion from the dominant development
paradigm of the country” (Mohapatra, 2011). Adhering to
the aforementioned guidelines, compose a few statements
that stem from the input. The capacity to harmonize the
safeguarding of age-old customs with the demands of
contemporary society demonstrates the remarkable
perseverance of the Soura community and their
commitment to protecting their legacy. By utilizing
enigmas, the Soura clan not only amuses but also reinforces
their cultural heritage, ensuring its continuity for future
descendants.

II. ROLE OF RIDDLES IN SOURA SOCIETY

Riddles are not a game of playful puzzles for the Soura tribe
but an important position in their cultural artefacts as they
serve various functions within their society. “The riddle
opens and closes at the same time; the way the riddle
encrypts is such that it simultaneously contains and
conceals, holds and withholds” (Jolles, 2017). Riddles serve
a more significant purpose than mere puzzles or games for
the Soura people: they are valuable cultural treasures
essential for safeguarding and passing down traditions,
ecological wisdom, and fundamental principles within the
community. Passed down through generations by word of
mouth, riddles continue to be an engaging and impactful
method for younger tribe members to grasp the world
around them. These riddles reflect everyday life in Soura
and highlight the tribe's deep connection to nature, the
cyclical patterns of the seasons, and the traditions that
govern their society. “The very nature indeed of a riddle is
this, to describe a fact that in an impossible combination of
words (which cannot be done with the real names for things,
but can be with their metaphorical substitute . . .” (Aristotle,
1968). Unfamiliar but employed during this enjoyable
significant interaction. Enigmas, in this particular
community, where spoken customs shape the foundation of
cultural dissemination, serve as a beneficial and thrilling
method by which the Soura individuals transmit their past,
beliefs, and sense of self. The youth grasp the art of
unravelling riddles, engaging in the understanding of their
ancestors, which contributes to their safeguarding and
advancement. Ultimately, Soura puzzles demonstrate
themselves as a potent and diverse instrument for education
and relic of cultural legacy where the cleverness of previous
generations is conserved and propelled into contemporary
existence.

1. Oral Tradition and Language Preservation

The Soura worldview is guided by a tongue that not only
speaks words, but also rhythm and cadence. Through these
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riddles, the younger members of the tribe grasp fluency in
language and understand the subtleties of cultural
references within phrases. This connection between past
and present ensures the tribe's unique linguistic and cultural
identity endures. In indigenous societies, language serves as
more than just a means of communication; it is a crucial
channel for passing on culture, wisdom, and identity. By
following the given guidelines, the Soura community has
successfully transformed their language into an invaluable
asset for upholding their cultural heritage and perspective.
The use of riddles has proven to be a particularly effective
method in this regard, serving as a vibrant reservoir of
traditional wisdom. These riddles go beyond mere
entertainment; they serve as intricate linguistic creations
that showcase the tribe's profound connection to the
environment, customs, and way of life. Infused with poetic
and metaphorical elements, Soura riddles truly encapsulate
the beauty and depth of their language, with each word
carefully selected to convey a sense of thythm, melody, and
significance. Embracing the natural flow of life and the
seasonal patterns vital to their way of life, the Soura
community deeply values riddles as carriers of cultural and
social messages. The language, tone, and format of these
enigmas reflect the core beliefs and moral standards upheld
by the community, subtly guiding the youth towards
grasping the intricacies, societal norms, ethical guidelines,
and duties within their society. Through unravelling riddles,
youngsters absorb lessons in  humility, respect,
collaboration, and the importance of connections across
generations.

Engagement in a dynamic manner through vibrant
exchanges of knowledge from elders energizes the Soura
community. This practice enables them to uphold their
unique language and culture, as each generation perseveres
through struggles, gains insights, and contributes to this
ongoing tradition. By embracing this approach, the Soura
people ensure the preservation of their cultural heritage
through riddles and language amidst contemporary
adversities. Through the art of riddles, they safeguard not
just their linguistic identity but also their worldview,
principles, and profound bond with nature that is
fundamental to their community.

2. Connecting to Nature and Daily Life

Riddles can discuss the habits of certain creatures,
fluctuations in climate throughout the year, or the growth
stages of various plants. For instance, a riddle about a fish
could teach youngsters about underwater habitats, while a
riddle about an herb might reveal its historical medicinal
uses. Through these riddles, the community can safeguard
not only its language but also its extensive wisdom about
nature, crucial for the tribe's sustenance and prosperity. It is
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stated, “The joking riddle genre is nowadays very
productive, drawing on the old trick question formulae and
yielding a rich lore of many kinds relying especially on
linguistic play with words” (Lipponen, 1995). The Soura
tribe places great significance on observing the behaviour
of plants and animals in different seasons and conditions, as
it impacts their agriculture and food security. Crop riddles
are used to determine the optimal time for planting and
harvesting, as well as how plants will respond to various
weather patterns. These practical riddles serve as a valuable
educational tool for teaching the younger generation about
managing natural resources in harmony with the
environment. Incorporating the above guidance, write a few
sentences that follows from the input. Integrating the
aforementioned advice, pen a few lines that stem from the
input. The enigmas embody the Soura worldview and
safeguard profound insights about the natural world and
their social and cultural tapestry. Through Soura's puzzles,
ancestral wisdom persists, ensuring environmental
knowledge endures for future generations. This distinctive
oral tradition enables the Soura community to uphold their
language, customs, and extensive understanding of nature,
essential to their identity and resilience.

3. Cultural Values and Social Norms

The newer cohort absorbs ethical principles as though they
were ingrained in their being. The Soura society depends
predominantly on spoken customs, and puzzles are
transmitted through the ages as an enjoyable method of
retaining the community's beliefs. These enigmas are shared
during communal events like family get-togethers,
celebrations, or educational assemblies, where the older
generation seizes the chance to impart their wisdom to the
youthful members of the group. In these social occasions,
riddles serve not only as a pastime but also as a collective
ceremony that enriches the traditional customs of the tribe.

Riddles play a vital role in connecting the Soura people to
their roots and heritage. By engaging in the art of crafting
riddles, they are able to uphold their sense of community
and tradition amidst a changing world. The practice of
solving riddles also stills valuable problem-solving abilities
in the younger generation, allowing them to navigate life's
challenges with resourcefulness and innovation. Through a
combination of moral lessons, social unity, and cultural
pride, riddles serve as a cornerstone in preserving the unique
identity of the Soura people as they adapt to the modern age.

4. Riddles as a Form of Dialogue

The riddles in Soura culture serve as a means of fostering a
feeling of connection and a sense of ongoing connection.
These enigmatic puzzles are not just used for transmitting
information, but also act as a way for older generations to
engage in dialogue with the younger members, sharing
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wisdom and testing comprehension. By presenting the
youth with challenges that require critical thinking and
interpretation of complex symbols, metaphors, and cultural
allusions, the elders pass on their years of experience and
knowledge in an interactive and engaging manner. Crafting
enigmas with imagination, since every enigma frequently
requires deciphering allegories and emblems that are not
readily discernible. This mental stimulation enables the
audience to grasp the diverse cultural subtleties and
environmental insights woven into the riddles.
Simultaneously, cross-generational dialogue presents a
valuable chance for junior participants to inquire, challenge
presumptions, and share their perspectives during the
exchange. This interaction, in addition to refining cognitive
abilities, fosters a cooperative mindset that fosters a sense
of belonging within the community.

By creating a shared platform for interaction and
strengthening the principles of regard, teamwork, and
shared education, young individuals can connect with the
wisdom passed down by their ancestors. Engaging in riddles
helps them establish a deeper bond with their heritage,
fostering a sense of cultural connection. As a result, riddles
serve as a dynamic custom that evolves over time while
maintaining a link from history to the present. Through this
practice, the Soura community maintains a sense of
belonging and cultural heritage as the sharing of riddles
fosters a unified identity rooted in tradition rather than
scholarly advancements.

I11. RIDDLES IN THE MODERN AGE

Due to rapid urbanization, advancements in technology, and
the influence of external factors, individuals may not always
prioritize participating in traditional riddles. Despite this,
there is a movement within the community to modernize
these customs. Certain Soura intellectuals and influential
figures are dedicated to documenting and safeguarding the
riddles for posterity. This involves compiling written
archives of riddles, utilizing online platforms to promote
awareness about the tribe's heritage, and integrating riddles
into current educational programs. The preservation of
traditional riddles faces a formidable obstacle in the form of
modern influences. The youth, surrounded by urban settings
and digital distractions, may struggle to appreciate these
age-old puzzles. With the rise of technology and fast-paced
lifestyles, there is a risk of disconnect from these oral
traditions. Nevertheless, the community is actively striving
to update and modernize these practices. Soura intellectuals
and influential figures are dedicated to archiving and
safeguarding the riddles, guaranteeing their survival for
upcoming generations. Integrating riddles into modern
educational programs helps connect the past with the
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present. This approach allows for the preservation of
cultural traditions in a rapidly changing world. The Soura
tribe is successfully navigating the complexities of the 21st
century by blending technology with their heritage,
ensuring that their language and customs continue to thrive
for generations to come. By striking a balance between
honouring their history and embracing innovation, they are
setting a strong foundation for the future.

Iv. CONCLUSION

Riddles for the Soura tribe are more than just word games;
they deeply and multifariously express the cultural identity.
These riddles act as bridges between generations and allow
elders to pass down, not only knowledge but also wisdom,
values, and a sense of community. The Soura people keep
their language by riddles. They therefore ensure that their
language is rich and lively as well as relating well to nature.
Most of the riddles focus on animals, plants, and the
These provide ecological knowledge
necessary for the tribe's survival. The riddles express the
tribe's values; they respect their elders, remain humble, and
have a community sense of cooperation. These riddles
therefore become an instance of how, under the conditions

environment.

of urbanization and the oral traditions' values, indigenous
culture continues to exist in the light of modernization. The
riddles would then be an avenue for Soura people to remain
capable of possessing a stronger sense of cultural identity
under these new circumstances. Through continued practice
of riddling, the Soura tribe ensures that their heritage
remains alive and reinforces connections to both the past
and the present. In this way, riddles not only preserve
knowledge but also strengthen the social fabric of the Soura
community.
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