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Abstract— The emergence of Mobile-Assisted Language Learning (MALL) is a paradigm shift in English
Language Teaching (ELT). Due to the rampant use of mobile devices, there has been an influx of Ianguage .ﬁ;‘
practice resources anytime and anywhere for the language learners. This article reviews the growth and

reliance of MALL in English teaching, its advantages, disadvantages, and why it has the potential to change : !F’?‘
the normal classroom learning. It is aimed at actual trends and case studies shedding light on mobile apps, el
social networks, and other technologies that facilitate language learning. The article presents some

ou‘!"- s

suggestions on how to adapt MALL in the teaching of the English language for improved results and as a

response to the needs of the current generation students.
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INTRODUCTION

Mobile assisted language learning MALL has in recent
years become a focal area in the teaching of English
language. The last few years saw an emergence of smart
phones, tablets and other portable devices open new
opportunities for learners and educators. Mobile learning
allows learners to learn English in different settings than a
classroom setting, at their own time preference, and in
settings that they can customize as well as engage them
through interactivity. Since language education integrates
technology in learning, MALL has emerged as a popular
method of teaching and learning English.

MALL is included in a more extensive approach called
technology integrated language learning where students’
performance and motivation are enhanced by mobile
applications, games, podcast, and many other trends based
on technology. The following article focus on the
incorporation and modern use of MALL in developing
English as a second language education by analyzing its
advantages, difficulties, and prospects for stimulating the
development of a richer language acquisition process.

Defining Mobile Assisted Language Learning:

MALL stands for Mobile-assisted language learning is a
concept through which language learning is supported by
means of mobile technology. MALL comprises a broad
range of tools, including mobile applications, electronic-
books, audio-video factoHaves and social networks. These
tools make it possible for learners to learn language, take
quizzes, practice interactively and communicate via the
Internet on the go. (Hashim, Yunus, Embi, & Mohamed
Ozir, 2017). MALL tools that could be used to teach English
include Duolingo, Babbel, Memrise, and HelloTalk that
provides language lessons, Flashcards, Speaking and
Listening and Interaction, and Culture swap, respectively.
These resources are intended for learners of different level,
from Al to C2 and allow learners to use English in various
ways in interesting contexts.

Benefits of MALL in English Education:

Accessibility and Flexibility: Accessibility can be
considered one of the key advantages of MALL alongside
with specifying what it possibly requires. Mobile learning
makes it possible for students to learn English at their own
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natural environments at any time reducing on the
compartment that comes with classical segmentary
learning. Students can use the given language during spare
time or any moment they find they are free for instance
during the time they are waiting for a bus or any
appointment for that matter Making learning thus more
flexible and time not limited. (Okumus Dagdeler, 2023)

Personalized Learning Experience: Sometimes, the
mobile learning systems may have learnt basis, use
procedural knowledge, get to know the techniques that may
be deemed appropriate in response to the learner’s level of
mastery, relative competency and areas of difficulty. This
enables learners to move forward based on a predetermined
sequence of activities and allow self-paced learning
concentrating on specific skills where learner has
challenges, reinforcement to take place through repetition
and gaming. (Carolina, Nuraeni, Supriyatna, Widiati, &
Bahri, 2020).

Immediate Feedback and Assessment: Some forms of the
MALL also offer immediate feedback after a quiz or an
exercise to enable the learners’ correct mistakes as they
learn them. This immediate response promotes the learners
motive and makes sure the learners get reinforcement of
their language skills, all the time.

Engaging and Interactive Learning: MALL tools utilize
components of tutorial media, including video, games, and
audio clips to enhance learning. Some of the approaches
used in implementing gamification in leaner include use of
points, badges and leader boards; If well implemented, then
learners will be motivated to continue with their learning
since they will be able to grasp the different languages.

Challenges and Limitations of MALL:

Technological Limitations and Access: However, as
observed the mobile devices are fairly common, not all
learners will be able to access the required device or even
connectivity as a few individuals mentioned. In most of the
areas, learner may encounter challenges in form of; lack of
appropriate internet connection, inadequate devices to
support the use of MALL tools. (Shaheen, Soomro, & Ali,
2024).

Distractions and Lack of Focus: Mobile devices are many
a times flexible but at one point they may act as a cause of
distraction to learners. Challenges Such concerns make
mobile-assisted learning less effective since learners can be
attracted to other activities e.g., social networks, games, etc.

Limited Speaking and Pronunciation Practice: MALL
tools are very useful for reading, writing and especially for
vocabulary activities however, they may not be as effective
for Speaking and Pronunciation activities. Many apps can
contain a voice recognition feature, however, these apps do

not include the customization to be an essential help in
attaining the enhanced speaking ability. (Ali, Shaheen, &
Soomro, 2024).

Lack of Social Interaction: MALL is a social process by
nature, and it is a disagreement that utilising technology in
the learning process results in the absence of face-to-face
communication with the target language speakers as well as
peers. While using applications like HelloTalk and Tandem
the quantity of practice with native speakers is immense, but
there is no practice in speaking that can help develop
conversation skills.

Classroom strategies:

Mobile-Assisted Language Learning (MALL) has
revolutionized English education by integrating technology
into traditional teaching methods. (Bozkurt & Karakaya,
2022) With the growing accessibility of smartphones and
apps, learners can now engage in language practice anytime
and anywhere. The following strategies outline practical
ways to incorporate MALL into the English classroom
effectively.

Strategy Description

Vocabulary- Use apps like Duolingo or Quizlet

Building Apps to help students acquire and revise
English vocabulary effectively.

Interactive Usage of apps like Grammarly or

Sentence  Builder to teach
grammar interactively.

Grammar Tools

Speech Recognition | Utilize tools like Elsa Speak to
Practice improve  pronunciation  and
fluency through speech feedback.

Listening Activities | Integrate podcasts or audio stories
to enhance listening skills (e.g.,
BBC Learning English).

Collaborative
Writing Platforms

Use Google Docs or Padlet for
group writing tasks and peer
reviews.

Digital Flashcards | Generate digital flashcards for
quick vocabulary and concept

reviews.

Gamified Learning | Practice language learning games
to keep students engaged (e.g.,

Kahoot, Quizizz).

Mobile Dictionaries | Encourage use of apps like
Merriam-Webster or Cambridge
Dictionary for word exploration.

Chatbots for | Use Al chatbots for
Practice conversational English practice
(e.g., Replika, ChatGPT).
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Video-Based Assign  YouTube videos or
Learning mobile-accessible tutorials for
visual and auditory learning.

Mobile Writing | Deliver creative writing prompts

Prompts via apps like Evernote or Notion

Real-Time  Polls | Usage of apps like Mentimeter for

and Quizzes instant class feedback and
engagement.

These strategies create a stimulating learning environment
through which teachers take care of all kinds of learner
needs. MALL not only encourages independent learning but
also builds up students' confidence and proficiency in the
language, as their resources are customized to fit each
individual's needs, interactive, and real-time.

Innovative MALL Applications in English Education:

Many new innovative use of MALL applications have been

adopted for their effectiveness in supporting students’
language learning in a creative fashion. For instance
“Duolingo” is an application where a learner is awarded
points each time he or she completes lessons on grammar,
parts of speech, sentence formation, and or vocabulary
among others. “Babbel” has conversation orientation, and it
has pertinent lessons which cover all aspects of language
application. Memrise utilizes spaced repetition strategies to
ensure the user remembers each word that he or she has
learned for the longest time.

For instance, those who use flashcards prefer the “Anki”
while others prefer “Quizlet” to revise their English
language vocabulary. Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube can
also provide more open learning contexts in which ELs
must follow the native speakers, watch videos in English,
and comment and/or interact live. (Stockwell, 2022)

The Role of Teachers in MALL Integration:

In correlation, while mobile learning provides so much to
students it is useful for teachers to direct students in the use
of mobile learning in their learning activities. Teachers also
guide students on which mobile applications are most
suitable for learning, and how they can be used best. They
also can set up assignments or project though which
students have to use MALL tools and have to share with the
class their progress.

Moreover, teachers can take advantage of the use of mobile
devices as a way of continuing the lessons taught in class
through the use of mobile based activities that enhance the
face to face contact. This approach enhances the use of both
formal learning methods and the usage of mobile learning.

CONCLUSION

Mobile-Assisted Language Learning (MALL) is a
promising avenue, in general and especially in the schooling
of the English language, in particular. First, the
accessibility, flexibility and specificity of the MALL has the
possibility to revolutionize the way learner acquire and
practice English. As with any teaching aid, there are
complications associated: limited technology and the
possibility the student becomes distracted; however, the
benefits the student is involved, gets immediate feedback,
and can learn at any time and place make MALL a worthy
tool for both student and teacher. This necessity is all the
more awesome with technology since through MALL, there
are indications that technologies in teaching English will
continue to be revolutionized. The use of mobile learning
can benefit educators to keep up with the significant
development in technological aspect by incorporating the
mobile learning tools in teaching learning process.
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