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Abstract— Vikram Seth's poetry has changed a lot over the years. At first, he used formal styles with strict E{ :-;:,:’-;,'E
rules for rhythm and rhyme. But later, he started trying out new things, like free verse and different types of V}% 5

poetry. This shift shows how he has grown as a poet, letting him explore deeper feelings and bigger ideas.
In his newer poems, Seth pays a lot of attention to how words and their structure work together to create -‘a.
meaning. This shows that he keeps challenging himself as a poet and keeps finding new ways to make his

poetry richer and more interesting. In Vikram Seth's poetry, he often uses traditional forms like sonnets with
rhyme and meter. He tends to focus more on the beauty of nature and common things rather than himself.
Even when he addresses serious topics, his writing feels light and refreshing.

Keywords— Themes, love, identity, social issues, time, culture, writer, society, postmodern, inclusive,

secular humanism and uncomfortableness.

I INTRODUCTION

The research paper studies key aspects of Vikram
Seth's life and work. His first poem, "Mappings," dates back
to 1980. Another notable work, An Equal Music, portrays
the romantic struggles of a violinist. Seth's poetic works
include "Mappings" (1980), "The Humble Administrator’s
Garden™ (1985), "All You Who Sleep Tonight" (1990),
"Three Chinese Poets" (1992), and "Beastly Tales from
Here and There" (1992). The latter is a children's book
including 10 stories featuring animals.

Vikram Seth is known for being very good at writing in
different styles. He writes poetry and novels, and people
like how clear and clever his writing is. In India, he's
considered a big deal in English literature, and he's won
many awards for his work. In his poems, Seth uses
traditional forms but talks about modern ideas. He writes
about things like feeling alone, the challenges of
relationships, and how love can be hard. His poems also
show he's aware of what's happening in the world today.
Seth's writing is influenced by many cultures. He brings
together ideas from East and West, drawing from Indian
traditions as well as literature from Greece and Russia. This
mix of influences makes his poetry explore a wide range of
topics and perspectives, showing why he's respected
worldwide in literature. In Vikram Seth's poetry, one

standout feature is his skill with traditional rhyme and
meter, which is rare among modern poets. When he was a
student in California and London, he wrote his first poetry
collection called "Mappings." At first, he struggled to find
a publisher for it, so he made his own copies and sold them
in San Francisco Bay bookshops in 1980. "Mappings"
explores personal topics like love, family relationships, and
nature. Seth also touches on social issues like poverty in his
poems.

1. THE EVOLUTION OF VIKRAM SETH'S
POETRY

His earliest poems examine how a person interacts with
memory, identity, and the natural world. Additionally, it
explores personal and cultural histories as Seth started to
struggle with both Western and Indian influences.

1.1 Early Personal Themes: Seth frequently reflects on
relationships, emations, and the natural environment in his
early poetry, which concentrates on intensely intimate
experiences. These poems examine the human condition
from the poet's own life and are distinguished by their
introspective tone.

1.2 Exploring Broader Issues: Seth's poetry starts to
address more general political and cultural issues as his
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career progresses. His examination of identity, especially
the conflict between Indian and Western influences, is a
significant advancement. Seth struggles with this paradox
throughout his life, and it frequently appears in his poetry.

1.3 Philosophical Reflections: Seth's knowledge of both
Indian and Western philosophical traditions frequently
informs his investigation of these subjects, and his writings
show a synthesis of these two schools of thought.

1.4 Artistic Growth: Seth's openness to trying out novel
forms and styles is indicative of his artistic development. In
his larger works, Seth starts to experiment by fusing lyrical
and narrative elements, departing from conventional poetic
patterns. For instance, his well-known novel-in-verse, The
Golden Gate, deviates from traditional poetry in that it is
written entirely in verse but follows the pattern of a novel.

1. ARTISTIC INCLINATIONS OF VIKRAM
SETH'S POETRY

The many artistic inclinations of Vikram Seth's
poetry, which incorporates a range of literary and cultural
influences and combines old forms with contemporary
sensibilities, set it apart. These tendencies demonstrate his
breadth of artistic vision, sensitivity to language, and depth
of thought. Vikram Seth's poetry exhibits the following
significant artistic tendencies:

2.1 Stories & Narrative Poetry: Seth's penchant for
narrative poetry is a reflection of his storytelling skills and
his interest in the interplay between form and subject. He
regularly tells stories through poetry, capturing readers'
attention on an intellectual and emotional level.

2.2 Exploration of Philosophy and Intelligence:
Emotional sensitivity and intellectual rigor are balanced in
Seth's poetry. He not only arouses emotions but also
engages the intellect, frequently presenting nuanced
philosophical reflections that delve into the intricacies of
human life.

2.3 Utilizing Symbolism and Imagery: Seth's propensity
for symbolism and vivid, sensory imagery is indicative of
his capacity to arouse strong feelings and philosophical
ideas via conceptual and visual depictions.

2.4 Rhythm and Lyrical Quality: Because of his lyrical
tendencies, Seth's poetry has a flowing, harmonic character
and frequently has a cadence that captivates readers and
draws them in. His passion for cross-cultural interaction, his
sensitivity to form, and his capacity to handle difficult
philosophical concepts with poetic and emotional nuance
are all evident in his artistic tendencies. Seth's poetry
continues to be a dynamic blend of creativity and tradition,
where universal themes are echoed by personal experience
and ancient forms meet modern issues.

Evolving Artistic Inclinations in Vikram Seth’s Poetry

AVA COMPONENTS OF SETH'S POETRY
FORM AND STRUCTURE

Seth's poetry's variety in terms of form and structure is
among its most remarkable aspects. He is just as skilled at
writing in free verse as he is in more formal forms like the
sonnet or blank verse. His poetry is notable for its ability to
combine formal restrictions with adaptability. As Seth
transitions between languages and civilizations, his poetry
exhibits a synthesis of Eastern and Western traditions. He is
a truly global poet because of his bilingualism and cross-
cultural outlook, which influence much of his writing. His
poetry is renowned for their striking imagery, which
frequently ~ combines intellectual or  emotional
understanding with natural aspects.

Vikram Seth's poetry collections in simpler terms:

» Mappings (1980) - His first book of poems about
personal and nature themes.

» The Humble Administrator's Garden (1985) -
Poems that explore culture and personal thoughts.

» All You Who Sleep Tonight (1990) - Poems
dealing with love, loss, and reflections on life.

» Three Chinese Poets (1992) - Translations of
poetry by Chinese poets, showing Seth's ability
with languages.

» Beastly Tales from Here and There (1992) - Fun
and imaginative animal stories in verse, originally
for children but enjoyed by adults too.

V. CONCLUSION

Formal verse gives way to a more experimental and
contemporary storytelling style in Vikram Seth's poetic
development. Through a synthesis of intellectual depth,
societal critique, and personal experience, his writing delves
into complicated emotions and universal topics. Whether in
the whimsical tales of Beastly Tales or the elaborate rhyme
of The Golden Gate, Seth's poetry has expanded in breadth
while retaining a distinct and unambiguous voice. Vikram
Seth's books contain a number of significant themes that are
explored in this study article. It covers topics such as current
affairs, romantic relationships, love and heartache, nature,
loneliness, social and political issues, exploitation, and
academic truth. The paper delves deeply into these themes,
highlighting their significance and implications for literary
analysis and academic inquiry.

REFERENCES

[1] Poem Hunter. (n.d.). Vikram Seth — Vikram Seth biography.
Retrieved from https://www.poemhunter.com/vikram-seth/

IJELS-2025, 10(1), (ISSN: 2456-7620) (Int. J of Eng. Lit. and Soc. Sci.)

https://dx.doi.orq/10.22161/ijels.101.20

151


https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijels.101.20

Geetha Evolving Artistic Inclinations in Vikram Seth’s Poetry

[2] BBC Radio 4. (2012, January 22). Vikram Seth [Audio
podcast episode]. Desert Island Discs. Retrieved from
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006gnmr

[3] BBC Radio 4. (2014, January 18). Vikram Seth. Retrieved
from https://www.bbc.co.uk

[4] The Guardian. (1999, March 26). A suitable joy | Books.
Retrieved April 7, 2020, from https://www.theguardian.com

[5] Poem Hunter. (n.d.). Vikram Seth — Vikram Seth biography.
Retrieved from https://www.poemhunter.com/vikram-seth/

IJELS-2025, 10(1), (ISSN: 2456-7620) (Int. J of Eng. Lit. and Soc. Sci.)
https://dx.doi.orq/10.22161/ijels.101.20 152



https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/ijels.101.20
https://www.bbc.co.uk/
https://www.theguardian.com/

